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HY POCHON DRIASIS,.——H £MOPTYSIS, 


I omrrtep to mention one case, Gentle- 
men, at the last lecture, which had been 
presented on the previous week. The hour 
had elapsed, and therefure | had no oppor- 
tunity of — of it. It is that of 
a man in William’s Ward who laboured 
under hypochondriasis, and at length he- 
moptysis. He was a young man, a shopman 
at the west end of the town, and came to 
me with a number of indescribable com- 
plaints,—pain in this part to-day, pain in 
another part to-morrow ; very ill here, very 
ill there, and very ill all over, and yet, as 
far as 1 could see, there was nothing the 
matter with him. His tongue was healthy, 
he looked healthy, and his pulse was a { : 


but he said that he had pain and extraordi- 


nary sensations, and extreme debility ; yet 
he confessed that he ate very well. 1 could 
not make up my mind whether he was sham- 
ming, or whether he really suffered. His 
symptoms also were such us others could not 
etect. They were such as he himself only 
could feel, and when symptoms are solely 
of a description which the patient alone ex- 
periences, which are not to be observed by 
the practitioner, and which are connected 
with nothing that the practitioner can ob- 
serve, then of course there is extraordinary 
difficulty in the case. : 
It is very common, however, for youn 
men to be in a state of hypochondriasis. 
have had a large number of young men in 
the hospital in this condition. They com- 
plain of extraordinary sensations in various 
No. 479, 





parts ofthe body. They are giddy; their 
head aches ; they have pain in their feet ; 
a pain in one toe, and a number of fanciful 
symptoms ; itching of the scrotum ; a qui- 
vering in the back ; itching in the nose, and 
ten thousand other ridiculous things, which, 
ridiculous as they may appear to others, 
create great alarm in the mind of the indi- 
vidual ; and I have no doubt that the sensa- 
tions themselves continually arise through 
disease. For the most part they are not at 
all severe, but they give rise to an extra- 
ordinary degree of apprehension of mind, so 
as to make the patient perfectly miserable. 
There was a young man here the other 
day who did not in the least show illness. 
I do not believe he had any desire whatever 
to deceive. One day his complaint was 
that one testicle hung lower than the 
other; another day, that it did not roll 
over in the usual way, and he made him- 
self completely miserable. 1 have had to 
treat many cases of this description in 
young men, and they almost all tell you 
something respecting their sexual organs, 
They have nightly emissions, or excessive 
emissions, or they have no desire, or if 
they go to a female they “‘ do no good;” I 
do not know whether this circumstance 
arises from their having indulged in any 
beastly gratification, but at any rate there 
is a large number of such people who will 
tell you that they have so indulged. I 
don’t know that the complaint is ascribable 
to that source, but most of them dweil on 
that point; and when they have courage 
enough to tell you their mind freely, they 
for the most part begin to say that they 
have done something of that description. 
Treatment.— Now the treatment of these 
cases consists, so far as I have been able to 
judge, in removing any particular symptom 
= can lay hold of. If you see the head 
eavy, the eyes looking dim and heavy, 
and the head hot, itis best to take blood 
from the neighbourhood of the head. If 
you find constipation, it is right to remove 
that state of the bowels by aperient medi- 
cines. But besides that, it is of great use, 
if they will bear it, to give tonics. Qui- 
nine answers well; iron answers better ; 
but I find the cold shower-bath to be 
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the best of all. I think will do 
most good in a great number of these cases 
by the latter means. There may be some 
symptoms which it may be necessary to 
obviate. There may be a derangement of | 
function of the head, and in these cages it 
is necessary to take measures im order to 
remedy this derangement. But still in that 
case I have employed the cold shower-bath 
with the effect, in numerous cases, of = 
ing the complaint ; merew rally does 
ban. It cnwet the patient, 2 and ‘ans 
fore it is best not to exhibit it. Besides, | 
if you employ the cold shower-bath while | 
employing the mercury, there is a danger of ; 
giving the patient rheumatism or some in- 
ternal inflammation. 

In the case of the patient of whom I am 
now speaking, I employed the shower- 
bath regularly; but in the midst of it— 
while 1 was ia great doubt as to whether 
there was any thing the matter with him or 
not, whether he was shamming, or was in a 
state of hypochrondriasis—he told me that 
he spit blood, and he showed it{to me. 1 
did not see it come up, and I am not sure, 
now, whether he did really spit blood, 
but I should rather think he did. This, | 
however, was no objection, on my part, to | 
using the cold shower-bath. He used it just | 
the same as before. When he first told me | 








ST. VITUS’S DANCE. 


quantity of blood, and signs of abdominal 
disease and phthisis came on, and he died. 
The other brother had no sign of abdominal 
disease, and did not spit blood so profusely. 
But having done no good to his brother, I 
told him that I should wish him, from the ex- 

rience I had had, to use the cold shower- 
bath, notwithstanding the spitting of blood. 
He did so, and he is now alive, He used 
it throughout the whole of the last winter in 
the hardest frost, and has never spit blood 
but once since, and then only a very small 
quantity. He did not require any medicine, 
and he 1s really now a pretty strong healthy 
young man. 

Of course it would be wrong to employ 
the cold shower-bath when there is pleu- 
risy,—when there is pain on inspiration. 
Then you have to remedy inflammation of 
the chest. Again, a patient may be so feeble 


as not to have the glow which every one. 


ought to have after the use of the 
shower-bath; under these circumstances it 
would be very wrong for you to employ it. 
You should then use it moderately tepid, 
and as you find the patient bears it, gra- 
dually reduce the temperature, till at last 
it may be borne quite well at the temperature 
of the atmosphere. You will find it to be a 
most valuable remedy, 

This young man in the hospital lost his 


shat he spat blood, I ordered the cold | hypochondriasm, lost his hemoptysis, and 
shower-bath to be omitted. In a day or) felt quite strong and well, having come in 


two the symptoms went off, and the bath|on the 26th of July, and left us on the 
was had recourse to again. A few days | 11th of October. Sulphate of quinine was 
after he again complained of spitting blood, | given him. The state of the bowels were 
but [ then continued the shower-bath. The remedied by moderate aperients. He took 


blood ceased to return, and he became per- | about half a drop, sometimes less, of croton 
fectly well. 1 took it for granted that he | oil, every night. 

really had spitting of blood, and that from} We have not a patient at this moment in 
the bronchiw, for there was no crepitous| the hospital, labouring under the complaint, 
rattle. He always said, that he had spit it} but you will continually see it in the way I 
up many hours before I saw him, and if any have now described, and in all the young 
blood bad remained it would have given) patients | have seen, the disease has been 
rise to sibilous or sonorous rattle. But that| entirely cured or nearly so, whea I had 


was not to be heard. 

You will find that the cold —e, 
is one of the best remedies in spitting of | 
blood, provided there is no pain of the| 
ehest, no inflammation, I have bad ane! 
patients who bave spit blood, notwithstand- | 
ing which, I regularly emploved the cold 
shower-bath ; and not only did it do no 
harm, but on the contrary, put a stop to the 
disposition to spit blood. 1 Lave seea them 
recover their health, strength, and spirits, 
avd become perfectly well. I bave in my 
recollection at this moment a very remark- 
able instance of this kind. A young man 
came to me whose brother was spit- 
ting blood at the same time as himself. 
They were both of them so much disposed 

» consumption, that it was an even chance 
which should die first. However, one grew 
much worse than the other; he spat a large 





full power to treat them. I have seen them 
quite impotent during the time it lasts, 
and afterwards they have recovered their 
powers entirely to their satisfaction, 


ST. VITUS'S DANCE, 


Respecting the cases which were pre- 
sented last week, the two first of which f 
will speak, were cases of St. Vitus’s dance. 

This is a very common disease. You will 
almost always see cases of it in the hospi- 
tal, It is an affection which occurs more 
frequently in females than in males, and it 
is a disease that occurs particularly during 
childhood, youth, and the early part of the 
adult period. The two cases which were 
presented last week, occurred in females, 
one of whom was eight years of age, and 
the other sixteen, The fist you see, was a 
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child, and the second but a very young! 
woman. 

Now this is a disease for the most part | 
entirely free from danger. I never saw but 
one patient die of it, and that was when I 
was a student. She was a young woman 
about nineteen or twenty years of age,—a_ 
milliner by occupation. She was very ple-| 
thoric, and she died of apoplexy a night or | 
two after she was admitted into the hospi- | 
tal. Occasionally you will see it united | 
with other diseases of the nervous system, 
and be chronic,—last for life. When it 
occurs in adults, it is frequently connected | 
with paralysis or idiotism, and will perhaps | 
never be cured. It is very rare for you to 
remove the affection if it occurs in an adult, 
or if it oceurs in a local form. It will some- 
times take place in one arm only, or in the 
head, or some of the muscles of the face, so 
that the person makes faces continually. In 
cases of this description | have never seen 
the affection cured. It then appears to arise 
for the most part from something in the ori- 
ginal constitution of the body, for I have 
often seen it hereditary. But the cases 
which occur in females, particularly in 
childhood, and atthe beginning of the adult 
period, may be almost every one of them | 
cured. 1 do not recollect more than one 
case where it was not removed, and there | 
it had existed two or three years, and be- 
come chronic before I saw it. 

The disease is marked by an involuntary | 
motion of the muscles which ought to be | 
voluntary, so that the patient is in constant 
agitation. He catches up the arms continu- 
ally ; the head is drawn to one side and up 
and down ; one leg is drawn after the other, 
and also caught up. In severe cases pa- 
tients cannot swallow without great trouble. 
I have seen instances in the hospital where 
two or three individuals were obliged to 
hold the patient when he was fed,—obliged 
to catch the lucky moment, and whip the | 
food into the mouth, then wait till he could ! 
open the mouth again, and put down another 
spoonful. i have seen them so bud that 
they could not he on the bed, but roiled off, 
and required to be strapped on. I have seen 
the skin rubbed off the chin from the fric- 
tion of the chin upon the front of the chest. 

Now this disease I have no doubt, ina 
great number of cases, if left alone, would 
at last cease without the aid of medicine, 
but if it be left to itself, it for the most part 
continues a very long time. But medicine 
will almost always cure it, and greatly 
shorten the duration of the disease. 

The predisposing cause of the disease is 
not obvious. One cannot see why one 
child should have it more than another— 
we see nothing different between the 
children which labour under it and those 


| creatures. 





which do not. Some are very strong, others 


are weak, thin, pale, and sickly-looki 
But this is no rule for it, an 
one can discover nothing in the children, for 
the most part, to explain why they should 
have it instend of their brothers and sisters. 
Then as to the exciting cause, that for the 
most part is not veryobvious. I haveseen 
several instances in which it has arisen 
from fright. I saw it in one instance arise 
from a sore which had been running in the 
thigh, and suddenly healed up. For the 
most part, however, you cannot discover 
any exciting cause. Neither can you dis- 
cover any particular state of body connected 
With it. 

I just now observed, that it sometimes 
occurs in sickly-looking children. But still 
it frequently takes place in strapping 
healthby-looking persons. Just as fre- 
quently as not, too, we can discover no 
other symptoms than these ; no pain of the 
head, no drowsiness, nothing in the chest, 
nothing in the abdomen. They eat and 
drink like other people; their bowels are 
regular, and their stomachs are as often 
healthy as not. For the most part one 
suspects nothing to exist but the disease of 
the nervous system itself,—the catching of 
the muscles, and fatuitous look. There is 
often a little fatuity of look, and evident 
weakness of intellect ; and it is very com- 
mon if the disease continue for any time, for 
the patient to grow thin. But that may pos- 
sibly arise from the constant agitation of the 
body. 

With regard to the two cases before us, 
in one of them there was nothing but this 
convulsive motion. The appetite was good, 
the bowels were regular, and there was no 
pain in the head. In the girl, sixteen 
years of age, however, there were pain of 
the head, and some drowsiness, but whether 
that was really connected with the disease 
or not | cannot tell, for | removed it im- 
mediately by bleeding, though the disease 
remained just the same. Alterw ards, too, 
when she was being cured, the pain 1m the 
head returned. Nothing was done for it; 
bat yet the disease did not get at all 
worse. 

Treatment.—Now the remedy which I 
have employed in the greater part of @ 
hundred cases, and with invariable suc- 
cess, in cases of this description when they 
have not been of long standing, and have 
occurred in persons of this time of life, and 
been generally throughout the body, hws 
been iron. I have usually employed the car- 
bonate of iron, but I am not aware that it 
has any specific power over the affection 
beyond other preparations of iron. I give 
it because there 1s no difficulty in getting 
the child to take it. If you exhibit the sui- 
phate, it must be made into pills, which 
are difficult for children to swallow ;.or it 
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must be made into draughts, and being of a! 
nasty taste, you cannot get them to take it 
we You may, however, mix.the car- 
bonate with treacle, which, being sweet, 
the children like rather than otherwise ; | 
and therefore you have no trouble in the 
administration of the medicine. 1 abwaga| 
mix it in double its weight of treacle. | 
There is no occasion to begin with a small | 
dose, and gradually increase it. You may | 
begin with any quantity you think proper, 
for the medicine is perfectly harmless, pro- 
vided the bowels be kept open. When you 
are giving it in a large quantity, it is, of 
course, necessary to keep the bowels re- 
gularly open. Otherwise there will be a 
large quantity of hardened carbonate of 
iron collected in the intestines. I have 
once or twice, in private practice, found 
such an accumulation take place ; but it was 
through the folly of the patient in not at-| 
tending to the bowels in the way | had| 
directed. I see that che girl, aged 16, | 
was admitted on the 25d of August, and 
was bled on her admission to the hospital. 
Finding that she had this drowsinessand pain 
of the head, and that her pulse was full, 1 
considered it right to remove it in this way. 
I put her on slops; gave her senna and 
salts every day ; and ordered twelve ounces 
of blood to be taken from the arm. This 
was but prudent, on account of pain in the 
head. But it did no good to the complaint 
itself. The chorea was none the better for it. 
Ou the 28th the headache being entirely re- 
moved, I ordered her carbonate of iron, of 
which she took halfan ounce three times aday. 
This did not bring back the pain of the head ; 
but at the end ofa fortnight she complained 
of it again, but I disregarded it, and it 
ceased in two or three days. Whenever 

ou see a patient with heaviness of head 
and the pulse full, it is right to remove that 
symptom. If it will not go away under 
the carbonate of iron, antiphlogistic treat- 
ment should be adopted. 

It is right in the treatment of cases not to 
trust to the chance of a spontaneous cure. 
If you have power to cure it, it is better to 
remove it than to trust to nature, because 
although nature may cure it, yet she may 
not. Many diseases which are trifling 
at first may be remedied at the onset; 
whereas if they be allowed to go on they 
not only give you great trouble, but they 
are very annoying to the patient, may 
prove dangerous even in consequence of the 
medicine they are then obliged to take in 
order to get rid of them. All this may 
often be prevented in the first instance, and 

therefore make it a rule in practice to 
remove every symptom that I can, and cure 
every disease. Every now and then you 
will be disappointed if you trust to nature, 





You will not find patients get well who 
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might have been cured if had adopted 
the proper remedies in the first instance, , 

I must mention that I have continually 
seen pain in the head go away under the 
use of carbonate of iron. Nay, I have seen 
trifling symptoms of hemiplegia and dim- 
ness of sight give way under this remedy ; 
but as this girl's pulse was full, I thought 
it right to bleed her. She began to take 
the carbonate of iron on the 28th of August. 
On the 2ist of September she was a great 
deal better—that is to say, at the end of 
three weeks. Finding that she’had headache 
when she came in, I did not immediately 


give her this remedy, but after taking it 


she continued to improve, until at last she 
became perfectly well, and I allowed her to 
remain here some time after she was well. 
She took no aperient medicine after she 
began the iron, the bowels being regularly 
opened by the treacle. By means of the 
half ounce of iron three times a day, each 
dose being mixed in an ounce of treacle ; 
she grew uncommonly fat while she was 
here. The other girl, eight years of age, 
wus cured in the same way. I began imme- 
diately with the remedy in her case—two 
drachms every six hours, and the dose was 
neveraltered. She was admitted on the 13th 
of September, and she went out decidedly 
well on the 18th of October. Like the other 
patient she required no aperient icine, 
and she also grew fat under the means em- 
ployed. Whether it is the carbonate of iron 
that fattens them, or the treacle, I cannot 
pretend to say; but if they are pale, they ac- 
quire a colour; if they are weak, they 
generally become strong ; if they are plump, 
they generally become plumper. It is said 
that the s during the sugar season 
all get fat. They are allowed to eat as 
much sugar, and other sweet things, ag 
they please, and it is said that towards the 
end of the season they are unusually fat. 
It may be the result of the treacle; or it 
may be that the remedy by removing the 
disease improves the state of the system at 
large ; or it may be, that as the iron is a 
powerful tonic, patients di better than 
before. We shall most likely see other 
cases in the course of the winter, and you 
may expect that they will all be cured 
under the limitations [ have mentioned ; 
and you will see that they occur in children, 
and that they are not confined to a particu- 
lar limb, or a particular part of the body. 


LEPRA. 


There was also presented, nearly cured, 
an instance of lepra, and the case is worthy 


of notice in many respects. It occurred in 
a young woman sixteen years of age, who 
had had it seven years. 

Lepra is one of the scaly diseases, Itis 
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** characterised by spots ‘of’ inflammation on 


the skin, which are covared by a scale— 
not by a bladder of water, hot by a vesicle, 
not by a pustule, but byscales. This is a 


CHRONIC GASTRITIS. ~ 165 
|arsenic, there are generally nausea and 
| tenderness of the epigastrium. 


On account of this return of beat and 
, thirst, I again ordered her to be* bled to 


disease that occurs —rT in young twenty ounces, and the blood was buffed 
oes 


women, but why it 
for the most part you cannot trace it to a 

icular cause, Frequently I have traced 
it to the drinking of cold water when the 
person was hot, and that is a very common 
source of cutaneous diseases in this country ; 
but in ordinary cuses you ean discover no 
reason whatever for the affection. You see 
many young people who have had the dis- 
ease six or seven years. ‘his girl, as I 
have just stated, had had it seven years. 
She was a large, stout, girl, as big as any 
woman of thirty. She had a strong pulse, 
and was hot and thirsty, and though she 
had had the disease seven years, she was 
in a decidedly active inflammatory con- 
dition, and this is worthy of remark. You 
see continually in rheumatism, that al- 


though the disease has lasted two or three | 


years, yet that it is an active inflammatory 
complaint; and so it is in diseases of the 
skin. 

Treatment.—As she was such a strapper, 
and as she was hot and thirsty, | had her 
bled to twenty ounces without any hesita- 
tion, and had her put on low diet. The 
blood was buffy and cupped, notwithstand- 
ing the disease was of seven years’ duration. 
She was very costive, and therefore took 
half a drop ot croton oil every night. Her 
diet was weak broth, tea, milk and bread, 
and nothing else. One of the best remedies 
for lepra certainly is arsenic. I gave her 
three minims of liquor arsenicalis three 
timesaday, It is not well in general, ex- 
cept in violent disease, to begin with more 
than two or three minims at first. In this 
patient the dose was increased to five 
minims in a day or two, and so on, to six, 
seven, eight, and nine minims, but I never 
increased it beyond that. You find it use- 
ful when giving this medicine, to enjoin 
the patient not to take it till after breakfast. 
If you give it on an empty stomach, it is 
very apt to occasion sickness. She took it 
after breakfast, in the afternoon, and some- 
time in the evening. It never disagreed 
with her. It produced no sickness, no suf- 
fusion of the eyes, no pain of the abdomen, 
but as the disease gave way I did not think 
it necessary to increase the dose of the 
medicine. Some patients will take fifteen 
or sixteen minims, but in general nine or 
ten are a full dose. While taking it, how- 
ever, she complained of the origina! heat 
and thirst which she once had, but I could 
not connect it. with tenderness of the epi- 
gastrium or sickness, and therefore I could 
not ascribe it to the arsenic. When there 


are heat and thirst from the exbibition of 
i 


so I cannot say ; | and cupped ; but all this time the cure was 


|going on. ‘The bleeding had the effect of 
lessening the heat, thirst, and irritation of 
the skin, for in lepra there is sometimes 
great irritation of the surface. The disease 
steadily gave way, and she was presented 
jon the 18th of October—not ‘quite well, 
| certainly, but it would have been absurd to 
|keep her longer in the hospital, and she 
, wished to go home to her mother. I do 
}not think that the arsenic would have had 
| this good effect, unless I had bled her. There 
| was an inflammatory state of the system, 
and the only remedy for that was the 
adoption of antiphlogistic measures, and 
most probably I should not have removed 
| this disease of seven years’ standing, if I 
| had not had recourse to them. 

Arsenic has a peculiar power over lepra, 
|as mercury has over syphilis; but in 
{syphilis, if you find the puise full, the 
| body hot, and there are signs of a phlo- 
gistic diathesis, you must bleed and lower 
|the patient; and so it is in cutaneous dis- 
eases. Whenever you use a specific, still 
itis right to remove a phlogistic state of the 
| system by ordinary means, For instance, if 
| you have a patient with ague, though you 
| know you can cure him with quinine, yet 
if you found him very hot at all times of 
|the day, in the phlogistic diathesis, you 
|might think it right to bleed him as well 
as exhibit the quinine. 





CHRONIC GASTRITIS. 


There was a woman also presented with 
chronic gastritis. This is a disease of 
which we almost always have two or three 
cases among the females in the hospital, 
and it chiefly occurs in young females. It 
is characterised by tenderness at the pit 
of the stomach, increased on eating ; 
and in addition to this, a spasmodic pain 
frequently coming on there, together with 
a sense of heat, both of the stomach 
and up the throat, and there is also thirst. 
These symptoms show chronic gastritis. The 
tongue is often red at the sides, frequently 
jred at the tip, and likewise on the top, 
Besides this, there is frequently headache, 

frequently hysterical symptoms, odd pains 
in various parts of the body ; a sense of 
choking in the throat; frequently costive- 
ness, and frequently some irregularity in 
the menstruation. 

Treatment.—The treatment of these cases 
is generally very simple. To many patients 
I give no medicine, but bleed them locally 
or generally, and allow them nothing but 
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slops. This woman was twenty-five years |men, but there is one or two amongst the 


— usually answers every purpose 
t is 


allow them to obtain wine or spirits. For 
if they do, the pain is greatly increased by 
ue 
pain, they may be induced to take these. 
There is generally a great feeling of sinki 
and lowness, on this {account you 
ladies are told to take a glass of wine two or 
three times a day, to take cam: mixture, 
and they cram stimulants of all kinds down 
their throats, to support their strength, not 
believing there is inflammation ; but as long 
as they do this, you can effect no good. 
You can do no good with leeches, unless 
you cut off wine and stimu’i of all kinds ; 

t if you attend to the latter point, you 
find local bleeding of very great use. If 
there be costiveness it is proper to remove 
it, but not by saline medicines, which fre- 
quently prove acrid to the stomach ; but by 
something particularly mild, such as castor 
oil or rhubarb. For the inflammation you 
might be led to give calomel ; but that may 
irritate the stomach, and therefore I always 
try local bleeding without the assistance of 
mercury. Whether I am right or wrong in 
this I do not know, but I think all the pa- 
tients get well with sufficient rapidity, wale 
the use of low diet and leeching. 


There are one or two cases of the same |i 


description in the ward now, but they are 
getting well. They are cases of which you 
will see a great number. There is tender- 
ness on pressure; constant tenderness 
wherever you press. If the pain in the 
stomach be spasmodic, you find pressure 
relieve the pain; and if it do depend on 
spasm, it is common for the epigastrium to 
remain tender a day or two after the spasm, 
the tenderness no doubt arising from a 
little inflammation caused by the stretch- 
ing of the part, goes away without remedies, 
But when the tenderness has not arisen 
from the pain of spasm, but is decidedly 
fixed and inflammatory, the tenderness is 
constant. Then if stimulants, properly so 
called, are taken, or hot food, the pain is 
immediately increased, In spasm, on the 
contrary, y, camphor, ammonia, and 
hot liquor, we see ease the pain. The dis- 
tinction is for the most part very easily 
made, For the most part, if there be in- 


flammation, the remedies for inflamma- 
tion are quite sufficient to remove all the 
symptoms that spring out of the inflamma- 
ton. 


These are all the cases amongst the wo- 


In consequence of having a spasmodic | 





men of a very interesting » Lem 
sorry to say, that one patient 
bouring under disease of the aorta and inno- 





DISEASE OF THE AORTA AND INNOMMATA, 


You will recollect a man in William’s 
Ward, the last patient on the right hand 
side, who complained of great dyspnea, so 
that he could not lie down. On looking 
into bis throat, you found after every pulsa- 
tion of the heart, that a swelling arose in 
the right part of the throat by the side of 
the sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle, and on 
putting your hand on it, you found, of 
course, that it was a pulsating tumour, 
You could feel that it was the innominata, 
and you could find a portion of the carotid 
coming from this tumour. Most probably 
the innominata and a portion of the carotid 
itself were in astate of dilatation together, 
On pressing down behind the sternum, you 
could, I think, discover the arch of the aorta 
distinctly enlarged and beating upagainst the 
finger, and then on putting your hand over 
the heart, you found it beating violently. 
On striking over the heart, you found a dead 
sound to a much greater extent than you 
ought tohave done. If the heart be dilated 
and hypertrophied, then it occupies more 
space than it should do, and when you strike 
over it, you finda dull sound more extensive 
than natural. If you strike where there is 
only lung, then you have a hollow sound, but 
if the heart be so large that it occupies a por- 
tion of the chest that ought to be occupied 
by the lungs, then there is a dead sound, 
This was the case here; I presume, there- 
fore, that the heart was dilated as well as 
hypertrophied. On applying the ear over 
the left ventricle and aorta, you found, 
when the left ventricle contracted, that 
there was a blowing sound, exactly what 
is called a bellows sound. This, I have 
no doubt, takes place only when the blood 
experiences a difficulty in passing out of 
the left ventricle. It was in the situ- 
ation of the left ventricle, to the left of the 
sternum particularly, that this bellows 
sound took place, and at the moment that 
the heart contracted, and therefore it clearly 
depended on the action of the left ventricle. 
Whenever there is an obstruction to the 
blood going from the left ventricle, and 
that obstruction is really felt by the blood 
(because if you reduce the quantity of 
blood, the obstruction may be so trivial as 
not to be felt), but if there be a sufficient 
quantity of blood for the obstruction to 
tell, then you have the bellows sound. But 
after this, at the very moment that the 
heart dilated and struck against the chest, 
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a sibilous sound, and resembled that parti- 
cular rattle in the chest which is called sibil- 
lous rattle. Itexactly resembled the whist- 
ling of a winter’s wind. 

Seeing the aorta was so diseased, seeing that 
there was ly disease of the valves of 
the aorta, | have no doubt that there was 
disease to such an extent, that a certain por- 
tion of the blood regurgitated into the ven- 
tricle. Sometimes the valves are so affected, 
that they offer an obstruction to the departing 
blood, and then you have a bellows sound 





when the heart acts. But if they be so dis- 


eased as not to offer an obstruction to the | 
return of the blood, if they be torn on one | 


DYSENTERYs 


There were two other cases presented, 
one of dysentery and one of rheumatism, 
The one of dysentery was a very slight 
case, and yielded to the exhibition of sul- 
phate of copper; the other was a case of 
rheumatism which yielded to acupunc- 
ture. 

Respecting the case of dysentery I can 
only say, that the man had been in hot 
countries, in the East Indies, and had fever 
and flux there, many yearsago. From catch- 
ing cold, the dysentery now returned, If 
& person has once suffered severely in a hot 
country, or in an aguish country, either 
from ague or abdominal disease and par- 
ticularly dysenteric affection, when he 
catches cold he is very liable to a return of 


side, or thickened or corrugated, so as to let | these complaints. The case was dysentery 


a portion of the blood back, which is not an 

uncommon occurrence, then you have anotaer 
preternatural sound immediately after the 

heart has contracted, So that you have one 

sound when the heart contracts, and then 

when it dilates you have a second from 

some blood going back. I presume, that) 
in this patient, the valves were so dis-| 
eased that they offered an obstruction 

to the blood going out, and unfortunately 

they did not offer a proper obstruction 

when the heart dilated again. This 

shows that the blood must go into the 

ventricle from the auricle, at the very mo- 

ment that the ventricle has contracted, be- 

cause after the very moment the ventricle 

contracts it dilates, jand at that moment you 

always have the blood rush into it from the 

aorta, if the aortic valves are inefficient. If 
the valves do not offer a sufficient obstruc- 

tion to the return of the blood, some will 

rush back, and at the same time it must rush 

from the auricle. 1 therefore consider that 
Laennec is right in what he says as to the 
time in which he says the blood leaves the 
ventricle, and leaves the auricle. I have 
never made a wrong diagnosis when I have 
gone on his principles, and had sufficient 
data to go by. 


Treatment.—We could have done him no 
permanent good,had he remained bere ; but 
he was benefited by keeping him still, by 
low diet, by the occasional removal of 
blood, and by giving him diuretics ; be- 
cause there is always a tendency to effu- 
sion in the chest. He was easier, but he 
found that he should die of the complaint, 
and he wished to die with bis wife, think- 
ing it best, perhaps, in all respects. Un- 
fortunately, however, we have lost him, 
and therefore 1 cannot verify my diagnosis. 
If any gentleman should open him, { shall 
be very glad to know the exact stet €of the 
parts, 





as shown by the following circumstance. 


| There were frequent stools with a bearing 


down, tenesmus, severe griping, and a 
discharge of mucus rather than of feces. 


Treatment.—If there had been inflamma 
tion present I should have bled him, cup- 
ped him, or applied leeches, and have 
blistered him ; but there was no pain on 
pressure, no sign of inflammation, there- 
fore I gave him an astringent, without any 
ceremony. That astringent consisted of 
half a grain of sulphate of copper every six 
hours, and under this the disease was soon 
checked, and he presently got well; so that 
having been admitted on the 4th of October, 
after being here a fortnight, he was dis- 
charged perfectly well, and had been soa 
week. 


RHEUMATISM. 


The case of rheumatism I will not pre- 
tend to say was real, and, therefore, I can- 
not say that I cured the patient; but he 
went out well. He said he had a violent 
pain in the back, that was relieved by heat, 
but I could not see the pain nor its effects. 
It was not attended by quickness of pulse 
or foulness of tongue. He said that he had 
pain, and, as | have just observed, relieved 
by heat, and therefore it was a proper case 
for sticking needles in his back. Ifhe was 
shamming, I know he would not like the 
remedy; but it was real, acupuncture was 
a proper measure. He had a needle intro- 
duced on each side of the back, which was 
allowed to remain two hours every day, and 
in three or four days he said he was perfect- 
ly well, so that at the end of a week I dis 
missed him, 
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Hesorruace prow Lerca-erres. — In 


Mr. 


plaster strappings; but when the patient 
ie up, and begins Age — and the 
muscles begin to swell, the skin 

cracks ser Such cases to do wall should 
always be supported by bandages. I can 
just remember when first I came up to town 
| to study anatomy, hearing of the method of 
| curing these ulcers by means of strapping. 
| Before then all such cases ended in am- 
| putation ; and where there was any infiltra- 
tion of serum, they almost always died from 
| the amputation being performed through dis- 


a case of hydrocele, in which Mr. Brodie|eased parts. Now the majority of cases 
ordered leeches to be applied to the scro-|under the present treatment recover, and 
tum the day after the tunica vaginalis had We only amputate in the worst cases. 

been injected, Dr. Hamson stepped for- | 


ward, and asked Mr. Brodie whether he 
had never seen cases in which “ alarming 
hemorrhage” (totidem verbis) had ensued 


from leech-bites. ‘‘ No,” answered Mr. | 
Brodie, ‘‘ I have never seen anything half, 


so alarming 9s you would imply. If 1 can- 
not restrain the bleeding by ordinary means, 


I generally use Ruspini’s styptic, which i 


find to be a most valuable medicine. I re- 
member once meeting with a case in which 
a leech had fastened upon one of the super- 


ficial arteries of the abdomen, and nothing 


would restrain the hemorrhage, and I was 
obliged to take the artery up with a tenacu- 
lum. This is, however, the only severe case 
of the kind I ever remember to have met 
with.” 


Heays, neumoratis.—Mr. Pollard, the 


| 


| Scantrs or tHe Scarp — Barnanors 
| Navutna.—tIn a case of this nature where 


the eruption was very dry and scurfy. Mr. 
Brodie ordered a large poultice to be placed 
all over the scalp to cleanse it. He re- 
marked, that the Barbadoes naphtha in 
such cases was very serviceable. He had 
& private patient, a young lady, who had, in 
the first instance, eczema, but which had 
gone on to what he supposed was called 
jimpetigo. For his own part, however, be 


‘could not understand the difference between 


all these terms; he believed that a anew 
term was given to every fresh stage of a 
|complaint. However, this young lady had, 
| under the use of the Barbadoes naphtha, got 
well very rapidly ; he was afraid almost too 


much so, for the last time he saw her, her 
breathing was affected. 


\iouse-surgeon, having asked Mr. Brodie! 
whether he did not find calomel and opium | 
of great use in these cases, Mr. Brodie said | Vixum Rapriers Corenic1.—*“ I believe 
that he did not regard them as specifics.! that in rheumatism or rheumatic gout, you 


hey were given, and sometimes did good, | 


but sometimes not; he, however, con- 
sidered, that in cases of chronic inflamma- 
tion of the testicle, calomel and opium were 
frequently of the greatest service. 


Usioy sy Tur First InteENwtion.—* I am 
quite sure that this would take place much 
oftener than it does if surgeons would be 
more careful than they are to cleanse the 
wound completely, and take great pains to 
bring the parts very carefully and evenly 
together. What is it prevents union by 
the first intention? Why clots of coagu- 
lated blood, and air being left in the wound. 
But I repeat it, that all these would be pre- 
vented, if surgeons would be careful to bring 
the edges of the wound accurately and 
carefully together.” 


Utcers or tue Leos. —* It is a bad 
circumstance in these cases when there is 
much of the external skin ulcerated away, 
for you may generally heal the ulcer, and 


make a good cicatrix, by means of adhesive 


will generally find the wine of the root of 
colchicum better than the wine of the 
seeds. Such, I know at least, is the’opinion 
of Sir Henry Halford, whose experience on 
the efficacy of drugs and medicines is very 
vast !*”” 

Distocation or tur Wrist.—There is 
at present a real case of this nature in the 
hospital, under the care of Mr. Brodie, who 
after making similar remarks to those we 
gave in a former number, added, that 
there was no blunder so common in surgery 
as that of mistaking a fracture of the radius 
for a dislocation of the carpus, and that 
there was none the improper treatment 
of which reflected more disgrace upon the 
surgeon. 


* Well done, Mr. Brodie! It may be stated as 
a fact, that two years ago Sir Henry Halford was 
totally ignorant of one of the most valuable uses of 
hydrocyanie acid, and that be is, at this moment, 
haifa score of years behind five-sixths of the me- 
dical practitioners of England, in knowledge of the 
powers of remedial agents, 








CASES AT ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


October 22nd. 


Pries.—‘ Piles, Gentlemen. Well, 
when I was astudent, | know that piles 
used to be considered as dilated veins. Well, 
1 never doubted but that they were dilated 
veins ; I never considered them to be any- 
thing else; | examined many of the pre- 
parations in Dr. Hunter’s museum, where 
they were injected, and [ saw they were 
tilled by the injection from the mesenteric | 
vein, I dissected them and examined them | 
minutely in every case in which I operated | 
on them, as I have done in this case ( Mr. | 
Brodie had just been tying some internal | 
piles), and I never found them to be any-| 
thing else than dilated veins, It is very 
true that in the advanced stages of the dis- 
ease, you certainly find more than simple 
dilated veins ; for you then have effusion 
of lymph, and thickening around the veins ; 
but this is only what you find in every 
case of enlarged varicose veins. Yet not- 
withstanding this, meny persons have sup- | 
posed them to be otherwise than enlarged | 
veins ; but for my own part, | never could | 
thinkso. Now there are two sorts of piles, | 
—the internal ones, which are above the 
sphincter-ani muscle, and the external ones, | 
which are below and inferior to it. The | 
sphincter forms a sort of stricture - band | 
between these. Piles, you know, are pro- | 
duced by a costive and hardened staie of the | 
feces, which lodge in the bowels, press on | 
the mesenteric veins, and thus cause en- | 
largement and swelling of the veins beneath, 
constituting piles. How are you to cure 
these piles? Why in the early stage they! 
are very easy to cure. The confectio piperis 
negri (a nut-sized piece three times a day), 
and the confectio senne, with a little sul- 
phur, and a cold-water injection every) 
morning, are the best means you can em- | 
ploy, and with which they almost always 
get well; but where they ure more ad- 





| 


vanced than this, and where they protrude 


very much below the sphincter muscle and | 
bleed (which they frequently do), then they 

require to be tied as you have seen me do 

these. ‘There is no operation in surgery | 
easier than this, or from which the patient, 
recovers sooner. ‘There are many surgeons | | 
know who have told me that tying piles was 

a most dangerous operation, and frequently | 
followed with the most frightful conse- | 
quences ; but I am sure that they were) 


them, you always guard against this, Ex- 
ternal piles you may cut off, because it is a 
readier way of getting rid of the disorder, 
and if any hemorrhage occurs here, you can 
stop it easily. This case appears to be a 
very bad one. I have (as yousaw) tied three 
piles ; but I believe there are some others 
which I could not well get at, and which I 
shall probably operate cn on a future occa- 
sion. 


Fracturep Rins.—A patient named 
Heath was admitted into Oxford Ward on 
the 15th October, having been thrown down 
by a horse and kicked. On his admission, 
three ribs of the right side (7th, 8th, and 
9th) were found fractured. On the 16th 
Mr. Brodie saw him, and he had then no 
emphysema or cough. Mr. Brodie said, 
that the way in which he treated all these 
cases in his private practice, was to place a 
pasteboard splint enclosed in a strong table 
napkin over the fractured portion of the rib, 
and to fasten the roller by some strong 
pins or a needle and thread; it adapted 
itself admirably to the part, and formed a 
most excellent splint. The case was treated, 
therefore, in this manner by the house 
surgeon, and on the 2¢d (nine days after 
the accident) he was going on so well, that 
Mr. Brodie said he might leave the hospi- 
tal on the following Wednesday. <‘ This, 
Gentleman,”’ said Mr. Brodie, referring to 
the case, ‘‘ is a simple fracture of the ribs ; 
but fracture here, however simple it may 
be in some cases, becomes, | assure you, a 
much more serious affair when the ends of 
the fractured bones are driven in through 
the pleurw, lungs, Xc. The bones gene- 
rally unite very soon, partly from their 
being well supplied with blood, and partly 
from their being near the centre of the cir- 
culation. You generally, too, find bones of 
the upper extremity unite sooner than those 
of the lower, from this same cause. The 
union of bone generally begins about the 
fourth or fifth day, and this is the ninth 
from the day on which this man received 
his injury ; no bad symptom has occurred, 
and therefore we may reasonably conclude 
that consolidation has taken place, and he 
may therefore go out; but he must take 
care of himself.” 


Swe.tep Granps in Sypnitis.—“ This 


wrong, and I am sure that those who have | man has had secondary symptoms of syphi- 
met with these unfortunate results to their lis, and he has taken the oxymuriate of 
eases, must have mistaken external for in- | mercury, with tincture of cinnamon, which 
ternal piles, and tied them by mistake. It! combination I consider the best to give 
is always better to tie internal piles, be-| mercury in. He has swelled glands of the 
cause if you simply cut them off without| neck: this is no new disease, but itis a 
tying them, they may bleed, and you may|symptom caused by the presence of some 
have hemorrhage without being able to| secret cause in the constitution, which in 
apply pressure to stop it; but if you tie | this case is syphilis, He might have the 
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same symptom if he had small-pox or scar- laid hold of this with the forceps, and it 
latina. to be a fish-bone, which, no doubt, 
—- ad ulcerated through the bowels. Some 
Scrorutous Arrscrion or THE ANKLE- — —— and formed this 
Joint.—There are at t two cases of | Putrid collection of gas. 
this nature in the hospital under the care of 
Mr. Brodie. The earlier treatment con- 
sisted of rest in the horizontal posture, and| AmPuTation Ay THE Suoutper-Joint.— 
poultices to the part. This was changed | After Mr. Brodie had examined a case of 
aftera time for pasteboard splints, bandages, disease of the bones of the humerus and 
and a wooden leg adapted to fit the knee ; scapula, he observed—* Here is another 
these are now still continued in each case, Case you see, Gentlemen, of disease of the 
with the addition, however, in the one, of | bones of the shoulder-joint. You all re- 
a drachm and a half of the liq. potassw | member the case of the girl Jones who had 
in an ounce and a half of the compound |it also. I wished to amputate the arm at 
infusion of gentian, three times a day, and the shoulder-joint, but her father would 
in the other of 0j of the compound decoc- | ot consent to it. We all heard a great 
tion of sarsaparilla and a drachm of the ex-|eal then about the excision of diseased 
tract daily, These remedies have scarcely | joints, and I tried it in her ease. I ex- 
yet been persevered in for a sufficient | cised the head of the humerus, and ‘also 
ength of time for a decided opinion to be | part of the glenoid extremity of the scapula, 
pronounced upon their effects; but Mr, | You see how she has been since—portions 
Brodie is of opinion, that in most of these | of dead bone constantly coming away, and 
eases (ulceration of the cartilages from | her health and constitution suffering in 
chronic inflammation of the bones) sur-| consequence, — You saw some time ago 
geons have relied too much upon local ap-| what a swelling she had in the sternum 
plications, and have not endeavoured to | just below the liver ; for this she was put 
check the disease through the medium of | under the physician, Dr. Hewitt. She has 
the constitution ; he is therefore trying the | 8Ow, in some measure, recovered from this, 
above remedies, as he knows of none better | but I found she was suffering from being in 
calculated to answer the intended end. Oc-| the hospital so long, and I advised her to 
casionally, when there is any great pain in | 8° into the country, as she lived there, and 
the joint, Mr. Brodie orders a few leeches, | Whenever she becomes worse she will be 
not that he has any faith in their curing the | taken in again. Now, in her case, it is 
disease, but that they tend to keep incheck clear that the operation completely failed. 
any little inflammation that may arise. | Mr. Babington has also had a case of the 
same nature; he also excised the joint, but 
with the same unfortunate result. The pa- 
October 26th. tient comes backwards and forwards to the 
| hospital continually, losing dead portions 
Passace or a Fisi-noxk THROVON THE! of bone from the part. 1 have amputated 
Prnineum.—* I met with a very singular the shoulder-joint twice in private practice, 
case yesterday, Gentlemen. I was sent for and with great success, ‘The first case was 
to see a gentleman, who, on my arrival at one of disease of the joint, with ulceration 
his house, I found labouring under great | of the cartilages ; and upon taking the bone 
anxiety of mind, and much constitutional | oyt of the socket, I found the cartilage of 
disturbance. The medical gentleman who | the glenoid cavity ulcerated, and I pared it 
was already attending him had sent for me, off with the edge of a strong scalpel. This 
avd on my arrival [ found a tumour in the | case did remarkably well. The next case 
perineum, which, to all appearance, seemed | was one where there was ulceration with 
a urinary abscess about the size of 4n/ profuse hemorrhage, and I was obliged to 
orange ; yet, upon inquiry, 1 found the pa-|amputate the arm at the shoulder-joint to 
tient bad never had any retention of urine, stop the hemorrhage, and this case re- 
or difficulty of passing it per urethram, to| covered very soon after the operation.” 
cause a urinary tumour to form there. 2 
However, I made a puncture into it with a| *,* The foot notein our last report from 
lancet, and let out a quantity of putrid | St. George’s Hospital, respecting the simi- 
sulpburetted hydrogen gas. I introduced | larity of the treatment adopted by Mr. 
my finger through the opening, and I felt Brodie for contracted tendons of the toes, 
another small opening above, and then| with that adopted in cases of contracted 
another above that, plainly showing that/| fingers from painter’s colic, should have 
the origin of this abscess was deeply seated, | been attached to the notice of the Diseased 
and through this second opening | telt some-| Foot instead of the remarks on Serofulous 
thing stuck transversely across, as though | Ankle Joints. 
it were a pin, With some difficulty 1 —_ 
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DR. CLANNY’S 
EXPERIMENTS ON THE BLOOD. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sir,—Agreeably to my promise, as in- 
serted at e797 of Tae Lancet, being 
for the month of September last, I com- 
mence to put on paper, in as clear a manner 
as my professional duties permit, the sub- 
stance of a diversity of experiments lately 
performed by myself in the presence of 
competent judges, with apparatus at least 
equal to any ever constructed for such in- 
vestigations, which is, and bas always been, 
open to the inspection of all persons who | 
have or may desire to see it at our in-| 
firmary. I mention this without boasting, | 
well knowing that, generally speaking, | 
humility keeps paee with the progress of | 
true knowledge, as was most beautifully 
illustrated by the reply of the chief of phi- | 
losophers, Sir Isaac Newton, when com- | 
plimented upon this point by one of bis 
flatterers. In a former Number of Ture 
Lancet, I showed that my experiments, as 
published in my work on the cholera, were | 
corroborated by those of Professor Thomson | 
of Glasgow. 

I request your readers wil |peruse the 
«* New Analysis of the Blood in Cholera | 
by M, Lecanu,” inserted in a late num- | 
ber of a London Medical Journal,* being | 
for October 13th, at page 61, and if they | 
do not observe that this paper fully bears | 
out all I -have published on this very sub- | 
ject, I shall feel that, as regards myself, | 
my *‘ amour propre’’ has completely blind- 
ed me. We must hold in remembrance 
that the mass of persons in Paris, as I have 
observed, are, what is called in that city, | 
“* lymphatique,” whilst the mass of per- | 
sons in the town of Sunderland are san- | 
guineous. To the last-mentioned corrobo- 
ration there is one objection—viz. the con- | 
cluding remark, as to there being no de-| 
ficiency of fibrin in M. Lecanu’s cases. | 
My reply is, that I did not find this to ob- 
tain in those cases in which | experimented, | 
and I believe that no man living has be- 
stowed more pains, or performed more ex- 
periments upon this point, than I have 
done; indeed, the plan of giving the dif- 
ferent constituents, such as the gases, the 
aqueous substances, &c., originated with 
myself, 

In new experiments I make it a rule to 
give the apparatus I invent, and the re- | 
sults therewith obtained, as I have neither 














time ner inclination to give the details of | 
my experiments, nor do | consider al, 





* Dr, Clanny here refers to Longman’s Mock 
Lancer. —P.’s D. 
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at all called upon for such display, as I 
leave — to follow up the expe- 
riments, and reject or admit them upon the 
basis of sound chemical philosopby ; and 1 
trust that this plan shall obtain, not only as 
regards the chemical investigations of ani- 
mal fluids, but also in ere in which 
chemistry is concerned. 1 am 

that when cholera breaks out for the first 
time in any town, that its virulent and fatal 
nature is generally at its acme. This will 
explain many things as to the nature of the 
fluids of cholera patients, and of the reme- 
dies employed, as has been well remarked 
by some of your corres; ents. 

It is needful that in discovering and 
adopting a suitable method of cure for any 
disease, whether old or new, we ought to 
attempt to acquire a thorough knowledge of 
the state of the blood, as by this plan we 
shall be enabled to effect more substantial 
service to our fellow-creatures than by any 
other devised in our day. 

I beg to say that I have never seen Dr, 
O’Shaughnessy’s work on the blood and 
fluids ot cholera patients, and the same re- 
mark applies to that of Dr. Stevens; and 
as I consider this communication as a con- 
tinuation, not a termination, of my experi- 
menting and writing upon the blood and 
fluids, I trust that in fairness I may re- 
ceive no provocation by which I shall be 
compelled to lay aside all further periodical 
communications upon this subject, as I had 
lately resolved. 

I have read a paper, inserted in the 
Philosophical Magazine for October (this 
month), entitled ** Chemical Researches on 
the Blood of Cholera Patients, by Thomas 
Andrews, Esq.” 1 am gratified to find 
another labourer in the same field of science ; 
at the same time I cannot agree with that 
talented gentleman, that ‘‘ the discordances 
in the various analyses which have been 
published of cholera blood, render it de- 
sirable that the subject should be again in- 
vestigated with precision,” &c.; for I am 
aware, from what is stated above, as well 
as from the habits, constitutions, and situa- 
tions of different cholera patients, that any 
‘* discordances”’ (considering the delicacy 
and patience needed in such investigations, 
which have heretofore been observed) do 
not require such a severe castigation; nor 
do I, upon the perusal of Mr. Andrews’ 
experiments (as published in the Philo- 
sophical Journal), consider his experiments 
as more to be relied upon than those per- 
formed by Professor Thomson, M. Lecanu, 
or myself. I beg here to mention my plan 
of investigation of the nature of blood 
whether in cholera cases, or in any other 
description of disease; and on comparing 
this plan with that adopted by Mr. An- 


| drews, as recorded in the above paper, 
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our readers will be enabled to understand 
the case stands, In all my investiga- 
tions the blood was received in vacuo. 


The carbonic acid, if any, was extricated 
in the exhausted receiver of a powerful 
air-pump. The blood was experimented 
upon as rapidly as possible, so that it was 
never allowed to coagulate. The blood 
Was in every instance taken from living 
persons, and not from dead subjects, for 
reasons well known to chemical philoso- 

hers. When heat was used for determia- 
ing the proportion of the albumen, it was 
never allowed to exceed the 160 th degree 
by which plan the greatest uniformity re- 
sulted. 

The salts were carefully removed from 
the serosity and the coagulated albumen, in 
the manner explained my me, five years 
ago, in the Edinburgh Medical heal. 


I never incinerated any portion of the 
serum, being well aware that in the process 
of incineration certain acids are volatilised, 
and consequently lost when we come to 
make our calculations, The fibrin was ob- 
tained by washing the colouring matter with 
distilled wateras rapidlyas possible through 
fine linen, which, from much practice, I 
could always accomplish in less than two 
hours, and never “ persevered for a week,”’ 
well knowing, that if this process be not 
accomplished within two hours, it cannot 
be suitably performed at all. 

The fibrin was pressed in a press of my 
own invention, and not dried by heat ; for I 
have always found that I could dry in fibrin 
one-third, or even one-half, and yet its ge- 
neral external character shall not, to the 
eye, be materially changed. 

It is indispensable that the salts of the 
blood be in all cases given as a separate 
item, and not under the head ‘‘ albumen and 
salts,’’ which can never obtain as a suitable 
and accurate method for ascertaining the 
nature of diseases, as 1 shall presently de- 
monstrate. ‘The plan of using grammes for 
grains, cannot be either suitable or conve- 
nient in Britain, whatever it may be upon 
the continent. I need not expatiate upon 
the inconvenience of compelling us to cal- 
culate the value of grammes as regards 
grains, 

The free carbonic acid gas of the blood 
ought always to be had in remembrance, as 
1 have pointed out in my Treatise on Typbus 
(which was copied from the beginning to the 
end in the above named London medical 
journal, verbatim et literatim, without my 
permission had and obtained), and also in 
my lately-published Treatise on the Cho- 
lera. Vogel discovered the free carbonic 
acid gas of the blood by the agency of the 
air-pump, and it fell to my lot to show the 
importance of the presence or absence of 





that gas as regards the above-named dis- 


eases. 

Mr. Andrews’ remarks as to my method 
of analysis, receive a reply from what is 
stated above, and | have been thus particu- 
lar, that he may be now enabled te under- 
stand the plan I have adopted. I cannot 
agree that my experiments, as regards the 
free carbon of the blood (as stated in my 
treatise on the cholera), as any person who 
may please to turn over the pages of the 
lest-mentioned work will find, that 1 care- 
fully collected the colouring matter in the 
manner which I formerly published, and 
having dried and powdered it, I submitted 
it toa white heat ina platinum apparatus, 
from which the atmospheric air was per- 
fectly excluded, and therefore the remark 
made by Mr. Andrews that the salts, and 
especially the phosphates which may be 
present, by fusing, protect the carbon from 
combustion, &c. Now we know that carbon, 
when isolated as to air or gazes, undergoes 
no chaage even at a white heat, as was the 
case in my experiments. ‘This was the first 
attempt ever made (as far as I can learn) to 
ascertain the free carbon of the blood, and 
this has been the bué for all sorts of com- 
mentators and reviewers ; and by this sim- 
ple experiment my work has been generally 
not only severely judged by competent 
persons, but also by incompetent persons, 
which I can prove. Now what is the fact? 
By this plan I have found that a healthy 
sailor's blood contained only 32% per 1000, 
whilst the blood of Elliot Todd who died of 
cholera, of rapid type, contained double the 
quantity, and until this be disproved by 
actual experiment, I must still continue to 
be of the same opinion as when I published 
the results of these experiments. 

This subject has occupied my anxious 
thoughts at different times during the course 
of the last four months; and I shall now 
proceed to enter upon this matter in as 
extended a manner as my time shall permit. 

Having perused some time ago a paper by 
Professor Christison, whom I have the 
honour to enumerate amongst my friends, 
entitled, ‘‘ An Inquiry on some disputed 
points on the Chemical Physiology of the 
Blood and Respiration,” inserted in the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal for 
January 1831, I was struck with the sim- 
plicity and effective manner in which these 
investigations were conducted, to which I 
beg to refer your readers. 

At page 99 we find a diagram of the im- 
proved apparatus employed by the Profes- 
sor, and at page 97 we have the remark, 
*« There appears to me, therefore, no reason 
for doubting that venous blood acquires the 
colour peculiar to arterial blood, after being 
agitated with air out of the body.” 

Reflecting upon the phenomena of respi- 
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ration, and being desirous of putting “tothe 
test the results which-I obtained in experi- 
menting upon the blood of the above-men- 


tioned sailor, as well.as that of individuals | 
icularly | 
|same process as mentioned above in the 


affected with different diseases, 
that of Elliot Todd and‘others affected with 
cholera, I made the following experiments. 
Laurence Bonnor, about 40 years old, a dis- 
pensary patient labouring under a slight 
difficulty of breathing, and symptoms of 
fulness of the vessels of the head, from in- 
tense application to work at his trade of a 
er, was ordered by me to lose some 
blood from the arm. ‘Two ounces of the 
blood were received in vacuo, in a large 
brass-capped flask, which in capacity con- 
tains above 20 oz. 
The carbonic acid was removed by the 
air-pump from these two ounces, and the 
atmospheric air was admitted. The flask 


and its contents were now weighed, and the | 


exact weight noted. I now turned the 
stop-cock and agitated the blood in the 
flask. I then extricated all air from the 
blood and agitated the flask; again I ex- 
tracted the air or gases from the blood and 
agitated it, and then admitted the atmo- 
spheric air, and continued to agitate, in the 
manner abovementioned. I continued this 
plan for some time till I was satisfied that 
I could effect no further change by this 
plan. I then admitted, as a matter of course, 
the heric air, and weighed the flask 
with the blood in a most careful manner, 
when I found that the blood had lost 32 
grains, which I consider as free carbon re- 
moved from the blood by the medium of the 
oxygen of the atmospheric air as in the 
natural process of respiration. Ifthe blood, 
even in vacuo, stand any time and become 
cold, this process will be rendered ineffec- 
tual, as I have often experienced. 


This experiment was performed in the 
presence of Mr. Penman, M.R.C.S. who is 
a good chemist and sound pathologist. In 
this process of investigation the gradual 
approach to a scarlet tint, which the blood 
displayed, showed that the dark colour of 
the blood was owing to the excess of free 
carbon, and vice versd, 


In the presence of Mr. Croudace, one of 
the surgeons of our infirmary, who in his 
profession has had most ample experience, 
and also in the presence of Mr. Penman, 
I received two ounces of blood in vacuo 
from a patient in whom the nature of the 
blood was not changed by disease. The 
colour of the blood was by the two wit- 
nesses particularly remarked. I now filled 
the dask with carbonic acid gas, which, to 
our eyes, effected no change of colour, 1 
then agitated the blood with the gas, but 
still no change of colour was thereby ef- 
fected, but the moment I sent in only one 











cubic inch of atmosperic air, the blood be- 
came remarkably florid. 

I obtained four ounces of serum from the 
arm of a in whom there was no dis- 
ease of that fluid; and submitted it to the 


case of Lawrence Bonnor, and found that 
not even the tenth of a grain in weight was 
removed by this process, 

I prepared four ounces of artificial serum, 
and in the exhausted receiver removed any 
gas which it might contain, as in the man- 
ner related above, and though I followed 
up the experiment with the greatest assi- 
duity and perseverance | could not find that 
the artficial serum lost one-tenth of a grain 
of its weight. 

Being much pressed for time I must for 
the present conclude, and shall set apart a 
few hours, ere long, to continue my narra- 
tive of experiments. The post is setting 
off and I must laydown my pen. I remain, 
Mr. Editor, your most obedient servant, 

: W. Rerp Cranny. 
Sunderland, Oct. 18th, 1832.* 





SALINE VENOUS INJECTION 
IN CASES OF 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA, 
PERFORMED WHILE IN THE 
VAPOUR-BATH. 
By Tuomas Larra, M.D., Leith. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—If you have a corner in your valu- 
able paper to spare, please give publicity to 
what follows. 

Hitherto those who have deemed the 
saline venous injection a remedy worthy of 
trial in the stage of collapse in cholera, have 
often been Gmapeined in consequence of 
the evanescent nature of the good symp- 
toms produced by it. ‘To render these 
more permanent appeared to me a mighty 
desideratum. Hitherto such has been aimed 
at chiefly by a repetition of the remedy. 
Incredible quantities have been used, and, 
I have no doubt, sometimes evil conse- 
quences have been the result. I have, 
therefore, been anxiously in quest of some 
remedial agent capable of supplying this 
deficiency, being convinced that in despe- 
rate cases of collapse, when the evacuations 
have been profuse, nothing can be done 
in avery great majority of cases, without 
restoring to the blood its lost principles ; 





* There are some passages in Dr. Clanny’s letter 
which we de not understand, but we have followed 
the M.S, with exactness.—Ep, 








174 DR. LATTA ON VENOUS INJECTIONS IN MALIGNANT 


and that that can be accomplished for the! method I have pursued. The means! have 
most t only by venous injection, to ren- | used are, the vapour-bath, artificial serum 
der de good effects of which permanent, prepared by saturating water with the prot- 
some auxiliary was wanting. In my en- oxide of nitrogen, and holding in solution 
deavour to discover this, | have had re- the muriate and subcarbonate of soda, in 
course to various measures, most of which the proportion of half a drachm of the 
have proved abortive. My opportunities | former, and eight grains of the latter, to the 
for observation have indeed been scanty ; pound of water, strained through shammoy 





our cases are few ; and the period allotted 
for my superintendence of hospital practice, 
of short duration, being confined to one week 
in four. During last week | bave bad much 
satisfaction in the plan pursued, the good 
effects of which are so prominent, that I 
make it the subject of the following remarks 
I would willingly have delayed addressing 

our numerous readers until [ had aceumu- 
ated more evidence of its efficacy ; but as 
** doctors differ,"” an opportunity of pursu- 
ing the practice further here, is probably 
distant. I therefore send you a short ac- 
couat of my plans, not doubting that those 
who are disposed to test them by experience, 
will soon determine their value. 

Reduced temperature of the body has ever 
been a very noted symptom of cholera; the 
surface has been aptly compared to a ** cold 
damp hide,” or to the ‘‘ back of a frog ;”’ 
the cold breath has been often mentioned, 
and it has been observed that even enemata, 
which had been administered warm, have 
shortly been returned quite cold. Such 
features have, in our treatment, been too 
much overlooked, having been either dis- 
regarded, imperfectly counteracted, or at- 
tempted to be remedied in a way unfriendly 
to the feelings of the patient, or incompati- 
ble with his recovery, and have therefore 
been for the most part left unsubdued. 
Thus, though the sick are seemingly cold as 
death, they are not sensible of it, and the 
hot air-bath so much lauded becomes insup- 

ble ; and so is dry heat in every form. 
Jnder its sickening infl the body has 
been tossed to and fro, its thirst augmented, 
aod relief anxiously sought by exposure to 
the cool air. The warm water-bath, too, 
though productive of transitory excitement, 
has had its evil consequences, and is there 
fore out of use. Even in the use of the 
saline venous injection, it has been neces- 
sury to raise the temperature of the fluid to 
the unnatural pitch of 12, 16, or 24 degrees 
above that of the blood, and this has been 
with the indiscriminating a source of error, 
and doubtless hus in many cases produced 
vences ; for the degree of heat 
which may prove too stimulativg to some, 
brings on rigors on others, inducing either 
overaction or increased depression and their 
evil consequences. All these may, I think, 
be avoided by the plan which | practise, 
and which as yet has been followed by the 
most gratifying results, A brief detail of 
the cases may best convey an idea of the 





leather. 

Case 1.—Pat. Peddie, et. 35, was seized 
with cholera early on the 16th inst., but as 
he lived in the house of a merchant who 
| dealt in small wares, his case was not made 
| known till after business bours, lest trade 


* should be thereby injured, consequently he 


|was brought to the hospital in a state of 
|complete collapse, pulseless in the axilla, 
breathing very laboriously, and cold as an 
icicle. 

At half-past 11 p.m. I saw him for the 
first time. Laid him on the bath, and then 
exposed him to warm vapour at temperature 
96°, where he lay for about an bour with- 
out any other application except some 
jcordial drinks. On being urged to say 
jhow he liked the warmth, he feebly in- 
formed me it was very acceptable; the 
body slowly regained its temperature, but 
still he was pulseless, I then, assisted by 
Mr. Bartholomew, proceeded with the in- 
jection of the saline fluid into bis veins at 
temperature 98° (not higher) On receiving 
sixty ounces he seemed entirely restored ; 
and after lying for two hours in the bath, 
he was removed to a warm bed, took forty 
drops of the sal. mur. morph., and fell a. 
Every symptom of cholera was permanently 
removed, he neither vomited nor purged 
after being laid in the bath, till eight hours 
had elapsed, when he ejected fiom his 
stomach some dark-coloured bile; feculent 
stools followed. In twenty four hours he 
voided urine ; had noconsecutive fever, and 
was convalescent on the fourth day. 


Case 2.—While we were treating the 
above case, George Dunn, aged 48, was 
lying in the next bed; he had been ad- 
mitted about midday, and subjected to the 
ordinary treatment, and was now reduced 
so low, that he looked like the dead body 
of a man who had numbered some four- 
score years. His case seemed hopeless 
indeed, for independent of the severe at- 
tack of cholera, he had for upwards of 
seventeen years suffered from a chronic 
affection of the liver; the stomach also is 
diseased. He is extremely emaciated, 
from the united effects of poverty and dis- 
ease, and has for a long while been subject 
to vomiting of bloody pus, mixed with bile. 
[ felt anxious to do something for the poor 
man, but could suggest nothing additional 
to what Mr. Bartholomew, the house-sur- 
geon, had already judiciously administered, 
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except the venous injection. The other 
patient still occupied the vapour-bath, so 
we injected Dunn in his own bed. He was 
evidently improved after receiving 7\ts., 
but the good effects very soon fied. When 
the steam-bath was disengaged he was still 
alive; so without delay he was laid on it, 
the temperature was raised to 100°. Some 
mild stimulants were administered, and 
shortly 6tbs at temperature 98° were nies 
ed, the effects were very satisfactory. After 
two hours he was removed to his warm bed, 
had a rigor, which readily yielded to warm 
covering and a little hot negus ; he neither 
vomited nor pu after this. Skin con- 
tinued warm and soft; he complained oc- 
casionally of thirst, which was allayed by 
small draughts of soda water, a beverage of 
much value, both as a preventive and a 
cure in cholera. 

Next day, 17th, became rather “‘ flat,” 
and his pulse began to fail ; was again sub- 
jected to the same treatment, which entirely 
established reaction. This was immediately 
followed by bilious feculent stools; and in 
fifty hours after the first injection, he 
voided urine freely in large quantity ; every 
symptom of cholera was removed; no con- 
secutive fever followed ; but the old evil 
continues to annoy him, which, however, 
is now much alleviated; and now, on the 
23d, he is much improved though he com- 
plains a little of erythema of the arm. 


Case 3, is that of a female, aged 65, of 
enfeebled constitution. The disease was 
far advanced before she consented to come 
to the hospital. I was unable to feel pul- 
sation beyond the brachial artery. She was 
laid on the bath and injected, her existence 
was prolonged by the remedy, but she died 
next day. 


Case 4.—Daniel Wilson, xtat.—, was 
admitted on the 19th instant with violent 
symptoms of cholera, ejecting from his 
stomach the fluid be had drunk, and squirt- 
ing out the serous dejections profusely, and 
though the pulse continued distinct it was 
very weak and compressible ; the oppres 
sion at the chest was distressing ; his 
features were very much collapsed, and he 
could only speak in whispers. For nearly 
twenty hours after his arrival in the hospi- 
tal he was subjected to the rigorous applica 
tion of the usual remedies, which had little 
effect in checking the fatal progress of the 
disease. 

Oct. 20. Mid-day. Was now in a very 
low state. Was laid in the vapour-bath, 
and after an hour we injected the artificial 
serum pre in the following way :—pure 
water well boiled and cooled was saturated 


with protoxide of ni m, the ordinar 
salts contained in the Blood were added, 
and the whole strained ; the temperature of 


176 
this was cautiously raised to 98°, by placing 


the containing vessel in hot water ; of thig, 
only two pounds were required, affording 
permanent relief to his sufferings. 


21. Stools were feculent, on the morning 
of the 22nd voided urine freely, and now, 
the 23rd, he is convalescent. 


Case 5.—Catherine Bruce, etat. 45, is 
| the last on whom | have tried the practice, 
}and though her habits are extremely in- 
|temperate—though she is subject to epi- 
jlepsy, and has been attacked with cholera 
jin its most malignant form, the result of 
the treatment is highly satisfactory. She 
was admitted on the 20th at ten p.m., and 
though but recently attacked, she was al- 
ready advanced in the second stage. I 
saw her for the first time at half-past eleven, 
but having a case of midwifery on hand, L 
was obliged to leave her till half-past three 
next morning, during which time she had 
not been neglected; nevertheless she was 
brought very low. At four a.m. she was’ 
laid on the bath, which proved most grate- 
ful to her feelings ; and after an hour, two 
pounds of saline fluid, charged with pro- 
toxide of nitrogen, were injected at tempe- 
rature 97°, which put a stop to the sick- 
ness, vomiting, and purging, and much im- 
proved ber appearance. Having no more 
water charged with gas, we used two pounds 
more of the simple saline fluid, during the 
injection, of which a little circumstance 
occurred which may not be unworthy of 
notice, as it may tend to throw some light 
on the pathology of this obscure disease, 
As we were proceeding slowly with the in- 
jection, the thermometer, by which we re- 

ulated its temperature (a clumsy instru- 

- ey was neo, and the ~ operation 
went on for a time satisfactorily, till, with« 
out any obvious cause, our patient began 
to fall off, the ruddy expression of counte- 
nance faded, she became blue, her eyes 
sunk deeper in their sockets, the pulse 
ceased to beat, she began to vomit abun- 
dantly, and a sudden irruption of watery 
stools spread over the floor. I plunged the 
thermometer among the remaining saline 
fluid, and found its temperature had fallen 
below 90°. We instantly raised it to 110°, 
urged the more copious production of steam, 
administered draughts of bot liquids, and 
shortly overcame this spurious attack of 
cholera, which the low temperature of the 
fluid had produced. 


21. During this forenoon fell off can- 
siderably ; was again injected with the oxy- 
genated fluid, and lay for some hours in the 
vapour-bath ; took some blue pills, and 
some small doses of brandy to-day, with 
marked good effect. 

22, Has passed several feculent stools ; 
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the secretion of urine is restored, and (23d) 
she is now doiug well. 

I will reserve any further observations to 
another opportunity, and will only add those 


inferences which | may be allowed to draw | P 


from what I have seen in the above prac- 
tice, that the injected fluid — be used at 
so low a temperature as blood heat—that a 
less quantity produces reaction—that its 
effects are more permanent, but the dis- 
charges are checked—that the various se- 
cretions, particularly chat of bile and urine, 
are sooner restored, and that thereby the 
much-to-be-dreaded consecutive fever is 
prevented. 
Leith, Oct. 23, 1852. 





LIME-WATER AND MILK, 


AND 


SPIRITUS AMMONL# COMPOSITUS, | 


IN THE TREATMENT OF 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 


Communication addressed to the Centra 
Boarp or Heacrn, 


By J. Bracxatt, Esq., Surgeon, Exeter. 


I po not lay claim to particular success 
in the treatment of the malignant cholera, 
but I conclude it to be the wish of the Cen- 
tral Board to receive from the members of 
the medical profession any practical informa- 
tion that may have reference to the subject. 

Without my entering, therefore, into any 
detail respecting other mediciues, of which 
so much has been already said, the Board 
will permit me to request their attention to 
the following statement. It relates princi- 
pally to the exhibition of a remedy almost 
of a dietetic nature, which so greatly allays 
the principal symptoms of this disease, as 
to bid fair to become an important curative 
agent. I allude to a mixture of lime-water 
and milk, The use of milk diluted in va- 
rious ways has been often recommended in 
cholera, but has never, I believe, become 
general. I was induced to prescribe it by 
observing, that in one instance in which it 
was earnestly asked for by the patient, it 
was the first article that remained on his 
stomach, and he ultimately recovered. It 
was given to him undiluted; but dilution 
seems on many accounts very desirable, and 
its combination with lime-water has long 
been known to be highly beneficial in some 
forms of vomiting and diarrhea, particularly 
where an acid prevails. 
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water, and one of milk, cold, every ten 
minutes, to an adult; and in dimini 

doses; but in the same proportion, to chil- 
dren; these latter are very fond of it, and 
refer it to every other drink. What is 
called scalded milk in this county has been 
generally employed ; i.e., milk long and 
slowly boiled for the purpose of -_ ing 
cream. It is less nutritive, bat lighter of 
digestion, and more binding than raw milk. 

The effects of this mixture on the sto- 
mach were truly surprising, and often not 
the less so, perhaps, where mercurials were 
rejected. In a great majority of cases it 
soon allayed the irritability of that organ, 
commonly after two or three doses, appear- 
ing to correct something acrimonious and 
distressing, and being followed by no feel- 
ings of distention or anxiety, but by those 
of comparative comfort. To check the vo- 
miting, however, is not always to cure the 
|disorder. The purging did not so direct] 
labate, nor probably was it desirable that it 
should ; but in those cases which terminated 
|favourably, the stools first became opaque 
jand tinged with milk, and then ialeclhy 
|assumed a bilious colour, but none of that 
blackness which is described to arise from 
calomel. Care wes of course taken after 
some hours, as its effects became marked, 
gradually to lessen its quantity, and alter- 
nate it with very light farinaceous food, 
although this was to be done with great 
caution. If the diarrhwa continued or re- 
turned by a sudden burst, as it were, in the 
night, as it sometimes did, opiate injections 
were remarkably serviceable, and the supe- 
rior advantages of this mode of administer- 
ing opium, at least in the advanced stages, 
were very striking. 

No practice, indeed, can be more replete 
with danger, than that of overpowering the 
stomach and stupifying the feelings by this 
drug, in any state bordering on collapse. On 
the other hand, it was necessary to avoid 
subsequent heat and constipation, and in 
several instances to repeat the use of mild 
aperients. It agreed better where there 
was a free vomiting and purging of the 
characteristic fluid, so often described, than 
where either was wanting, particularly the 
latter, in which case saline draughts, with 
an excess of soda and ammonia, were very 
serviceable. 

Tn the early stages, when there was any 
approach to heat, fever, and headache, and 
perhaps a slight jerk of the pulse, and the 
discharges bad an appearance of fermenta- 
tion in them, which however it is difficult 
to describe, it was repeatedly rejected by 
vomiting ; and then mercurials with mild 
opiates were resorted to with advantage, 
followed by laxatives; but I do not think 











The mode in which I have exhibited it, 


was to give two tablespoonfuls of lime-| 





the presence of a little bile contradicted 
its use, several cases of a watery, but 
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bilious, diarrhea having been quite cured |its distresses, and met them with such 
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by it. Onthe other extreme, the cases of! ability, and so many sacrifices, as the medi- 


collapse, where it most failed, were those 
in which there was an agonizing pain in the 
aa or the stools early ran off involun- 
ly. 

itis far from my wish to convey an im- 
pression, that every one of those who were 
conducted through the collapse by the treat- 
ment here detailed, ultimately recovered. 
But, generally speaking, it was not so 
much a great reaction or secondary fever 
that was to be contended with, as a con- 
tinuance or recurrence of diarrhea, with 
discharges of blood. Minute care in diet, 
and the use of the opiate injections, may 
probably do much to obviate these acci- 
dents in future. 

I was so unwilling to disturb the sto- 
mach when once quieted by this mixture, 
that I have generally forbidden all other in- 
ternal medicines as well as food, except 
now and then a little toast and water when 
much called for, At the same time it 
should be mentioned, that many of the pa- 
tients had been taking some mercury before 
I visited them, sometimes in considerable 
doses. The statements likewise in favour 
of exciting the mercurial action have been 
so strong, and from authorities which I so 
highly value, and the relief of the symp- 
toms has at times apparently been so much 
connected with a slight soreness of the 
gums, that I hardly thought myself en- 
titled, in so novel a practice, to deprive the 
patient of its advantages. I therefore usually 
added the free use of the mercurial oint- 
ment or liniment. Latterly, I suspected 
that this friction in some instances rather 
kept up an exhausting diarrhea. I occa- 
sionally, therefore, omitted it altogether. 
The success attending this simple treat- 
ment, in the few instances in which it was 
at length resorted to, was very great, and 
fully justified its adoption ; and that under 
the superintendence of other practitioners, 
as well as my own, three patients have 
been recovered by it from severe collapse. 
On these imperfect data, J find it difficult 
to draw any decisive conclusion respecting 
the extent to which the lime-water and 
milk is available, and how far it may be 
confided in alone; but no one can make a 
candid trial of it, without being convinced 
of its possessing considerable powers ; of 
course there are limits to them, which 
nothing but a more extended experience 
can determine, In the preceding observa- 
tions, indeed, I have drawn partly on the 
experience of others as well as my own, 
several medical gentlemen at my recom- 
mendation having tried it, and with much 
advantage. 

The epidemic has for the present ceased, 
and | am sure those who saw so much of 
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cal practitioners of this city have done, can 

best estimate what is still wanting, and 
will make the kindest allowances for every 
attempt, however humble, to improve the 
treatment, 

During the prevalence of the late epi- 
demic in this city, many persons suffered 
from violent premonitory symptoms of the 
nervous kind, with alarm, vertigo, faintness, 
sudden loss of the use of the legs, &c., and 
sometimes severe cramps, accompanied by 
little or no vomiting, and not any diarrhoea. 
I will not trouble the Board with any detail 
of the symptoms, though the course of them 
was very marked and interesting, as they 
are probably familiar to them from many 
sources of information. The cure was found 
in full doses of spiritus ammonie compo- 
situs, in warm water, very frequently re- 
peated, till a copious perspiration took 
place; and this was continued for many 
hours, by diminished quantities of the same 
remedy. Mild, but repeated laxatives, 
with some pil. hydrarg., were afterwards 
thought necessary. There was no incon- 
siderable loss of bulk and strength, with 
pain on using solid food, and the recovery 
was slow, but, after some time, complete. 
In several cases the head was so confused 
and the pulse so much excited, as to re- 
quire venesection and a more antiphlogistic 
treatment. The effects of the spiritus am- 
moniw compositus, where these circum- 
stances were not sufficient to prevent its 
use, were very striking. It did not pro- 
duce that heat which was the result of 
other stimuli, and which indeed made their 
discontinuance necessary, but appeared to 
relieve some distress, and approached 
nearer to the character of an antidote than 
one is in the habit of thinking possible in 
such cases, In the more advanced stages, 
likewise, it was used with great advantage, 
before the lime-water was resorted to ; and 
although in many instances it was re- 
penned rejected by vomiting, yet it was 
often persisted in with ultimate good effect, 
except where the patient complained of it 
as producing a sense of heat in the stomach. 

It isaremarkable circumstance, of which 
the Board must be well aware, that most 
practitioners, however differing on other 
points, unite in applying alkaline medicines 
in some form or other to the cure of this 
disease. Their action is probably of a che- 
mical kind, however imperfect it may be ; 
and surely we have no slight encourage- 
ment to the adoption of remedies which do 
so act, where many important considera- 
tions render it probable that a malignant 
peison is introduced into the system, and 
the strange changes which take place in the 





contents of the intestinal canal, that a verv 
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} may | chemical process is going on | cold, the countenance of a livid hue os well 
there. 


ature appears to be engaged in 
throwing off this offending matter, > 
i and agitation dangerous to life. 
Fe cectecine lene it, cannot but be 


a rational attempt on our part, and | 


will, I trust, ultimately be found not beyond 
the reach of the medical art. 


Exeter, Oct. 24th, 1832. 





INFUSION OF HORSE-RADISH, 
CALOMEL, OPIUM, &c., 


IN THE 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA, 





To the Cewrrat Boarp or Heatru. 


Genxttemen,—In consequence of your 
circular which I have received, I send you 





the following case, being one of many in 
which I have been successful, by adopting 
the same treatment ; but I must remark that | 
I have great confidence in the infus. ar-| 
moracie as giving immediate stimulus to | 
the system, and exciting the action of the 
heart. The town in which I reside has 
been severely attacked with this disease, 
and where the above plan was adopted it 
has been generally successful. 


I must now cell your attention to a cir- 
cumstance which has occurred in the neigh- 
bourhood of my residence :—Littleport, a 
village six miles from Ely, has been severely 
attacked with cholera; its ravages com- 
menced on the 5th of August, and during 
that period 58 cases have occurred, and in 
cousequence of there being no Board of 
Health, a much larger mortality has taken 

there than has taken place here, 17 

wing died out of 58, Surely under the Act 
of Parliament you have the power either of | 
ordering a Board of Health to be established, 
or making some arrangement by which these | 
ad people may be assisted, and more ef. | 
tual means adopted to prevent an ex-| 
tension of the disease. I have the honour | 
to be, gentlemen, your most obedient ser- | 
vant, 





Rost. Srevens, M.D. 
Ely, Sept. 19th, 1832. 


Casz.—Jane Lee, aged 29 and 4 months, 
advanced in pregnancy, was attacked on 
Friday, the 7th of September, with diar- | 
rhea, which continued till Monday the 10th, | 
when I was consulted, and found her labour- | 
ing under cramps in the legs and arms, fre- 
quent purging of a ricey fluid, vomiting, 
no pulse perceptible at 








wrists, tongue | 


as the hands ; in fact she was in a perfect 
state of collapse. The system adopted, and 
which has proved so successful in many 
previous cases, was as follows :— 

Saw her at 9 a.m., ordered large quan- 
tities of warm water with some common 
salt to produce copious discharges from the 
stomach; 10 minutes after, 10 grains of calo- 
mel were placed upon the tongue and the 
following draught was given. 

= armoraci@ comp. 3j} ; 
inct. opii gtts.1; 
Aq. pure 388. M. f. haust. 


About 20 minutes after the draught was 
given the sickness returned, to allay which 
the following draughts were given in a 
state of effervescence :— 


Carb. sod@ 9i ; 
Infus. armoraci@ 3 ; 
Acid. tartar, gr. x ; 
Aq. pure 3i. M. f. 

Ordered mustard plasters to be applied 
to the soles of the feet, calves of the 
legs, and abdomen; hot bricks to various 
parts of the body; at 1 p.m. the efferves- 
cing draughts repeated with the following 


pill, and an enema to be injected directly. 


RK Amyle sii; 
Tinet. opii 5ij ; 
Decoct. thi. M. f. enema. 
BR Calomel gr. iv ; 
Opii gr. i; 
Conserv. cynoct. q.s. ut ft, pil. omn. 
2nda hora in haust. effervescens. 


Six doses of the draughts and pills were 
administered, when the pulse recovered, 
and finding, by the bilious discharges of the 
bowels, that the calomel had acted on the 
system, ordered, 

Kk Extract. rhai ; 
colocynth ; aa. Bi. Divide in 

pil. viij, capt. ij, omn. 2da hora. 

When two doses had been administered, 
copious evacuations were produced, and she 
was pronounced convalescent ; but on Wed- 
nesday, the day following, symptoms of a 
miscarriage appearing, ordered eiyht ounces 
of blood to be taken from the vein, and an 
ounce of castor oil, followed in an hour by 


KR Liquor. ammon. acet. ; 
Mist. camph, aa. %iij ; 
A theris nit. gtts. xx. M_f. Mist. capt. 
cochi. iij, omn. 4ta quaque hora ; 
when all inflammatory symptoms gave way, 
and she is now, seven days after, perfectly 
recovered, with a fair prospect of going 
through the usual period of gestation, 
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EXTRACTS 
FROM COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE 
TO THE 


MALIGNANT CHOLERA, 
Received from the Centnat Boarp or 


Heatran. 


_—_— 
THE CHOLERA AT HOLBECK. 


Cases admitted into the cholera hospital, 
109. Died 57. 

When the disease first made its appear- 
ance here, it was of a very malignant and 
7 form, soon running into the stage 

collapse. The remedies then employed 
were smal! doses of calomel and opium, sina- 

isms, brandy, ammonia, ether, hot-air 
Path, &e.; but no impression was made, as 
the first five or six cases soon proved fatal, 
but they were , Or intemperate, or 
pined and starved. We then used scruple 
doses of calomel every hour for adults ; 
omitted opium, diminished the quantity of 
brandy, and found that our success was 

reater. 

In the collapse stage of the disease, we 
think that the most benefit was derived from 
large doses of calomel, scruple doses of 
capsicum, with one ounce of brandy and 
bot water, every hour. In some of the 
cases the calomel was alternated with 
Stevens’ saline. Some cases, we thought, 
were ameliorated by — injections, 
containing capsicum and spirits of wine or 
brandy. We derived no permanent effect 
from transfusion, the patients rallying for a 
time, but eventually sinking. We inva- 
riably applied sinapisms to the spine and 
stomach, with hot-water to the feet by 
means of tins. 

W. Casson. 


R. G. Horton. 
Holbeck, near Leeds, Sept. 20, 1832. 





THE CHOLERA AT PRESTON. 


Although the treatment of the cholera 
in this town has been very unsuccessful, 
yet the means employed to prevent the 

of the disease have been attended 
with the most happy results. The disease 
has made its appearance in four different 
parts of the town at different periods, and 
always in districts where other infectious 
diseases usually prevail, yet by early inter- 
ment in coffins with tar and chlo- 
ride of lime, fumigating the infected houses 
with chlorine, woeenge | the walls, 
scouring the apartments, and burning or 
washing the clothes of the deceased, the 
cholera has not in a single instance recurred 
in the same dwelling; and only in one 


district was the disease transmitted to any 
adjacent houses, and in that instance it was 
entirely subdued after four deaths had oc- 
cu 


rred, 

Only two cholera patients have been ad- 
mitted into the hospital, and they were 
moribund when removed from their own 
dwellings, and died a short time after their 
removal. 

James Harrison, 
Res, Surg. of the Preston Board of Health, 
Preston, Sept. 20th, 1832. 





SPEEDY PRODUCTION OF SALIVATION, 


It really would appear from the tenor of 
recent reports to the Central Board of 
Health, that the experience of our Indian 
brethren, who have treated cholera in its 
native soil, ought not to be so much disre- 
garded as the practitioners of Europe have 
seemed disposed to do. They (the former) 
have told us that bleeding and calomel, com- 
bined with opium, enabled them to save a 
much greater proportion of cases than has 
as yet rewarded the innovations of Europe ; 
and recent reports to the Board the writer 
has now the honour to address, which in- 
timate a tendency to return to this practice, 
seem to support the alleged great utility of 
the Asiatic method. Many years ago, when 
the undersigned had some thoughts of pro- 
ceeding to India to pursue his profession, 
and when his head was of course full of 
tropical diseases, and of plans for their cure, 
he happened to witness a case of rapid sali- 
vation by an unusual method of introducin 
mercury into the system ; and it sneaedl 
to him that if salivation was such a sove- 
reign remedy in most tropical diseases as 
it was reported to be, and if the method of 
introducing the medicine into the body 
which he had witnessed in Scotland was ‘to 
be as speedy in its effects in India as it was 
in a colder climate, then a very valuable re- 
source might possibly be found, in adopting 
that method in the treatment of these very 
rapid and malignant distempers. Under 
this impression the writer drew up ® short 

per on the subject, and transmitted it to 

is late lamented friend Dr, Andrew Dun- 
can, ja. who was at that time (1819) edi- 
tor of the “‘ Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal,” and who did him the honour of 
inserting it in that most respectable peri- 
odical.* 

The plan consists in scarifying with a 
lancet some portion of the surface of the 
body, and sprinkling upon the wounded 
su a small portion (finely levigated) of 
the powder of corrosive sublimate. A con- 
siderable degree of local irritation ensues 





* Vol. XV., page 46, 1819, 
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upon this operation, and in the case the|it abates, which I have invariably found to 
undersigned hiad an opportunity of seeing be ihe case after three or four doses. I had 
a very rapid mercurial effect was produced tried nitrous acid and various other me- 
upon the constitution. The gums became | dicines, with blisters, &c. &c. without the 
intensely sore, ond salivation was esta- | least effect. 

blished ‘in less than twelve hours after the Cuartes Trotter, Surgeon. 
powder had been applied. | Stockton on Tees, Sept. 18th, 1832. 

The writer of this is well aware that the 
result of a single case is not much to be. 
depended upon ; and that even were it esta- | 
blished, salivation might generally be pro- 
duced in this way on ordinury occasions ; yet 
in the new and strange circumstances under| I am induced to add my bumble testi- 
which cholera places the human constitu- mony to the essential importance of the mer- 
tion, where the powers of life, that of ab. |curial plan of treating the second period of 
sorption among the rest, are so signally de- | the cholera, or that characterized by the 

ressed as to be suddenly almost annihilated | rice-water evacuations. 

y some subtile aérial poison, the chances, In the course of the fearfully extensive 
are that no mercurial effect would be pro- | experience which the medical practitioners 
duced by the plan now suggested. All of Plymouth have just passed through, 
this may be very true, yet the undersigned |numberless have been the instances in 
still thinks the plan deserves a fair trial by | which the first stage of choléra has been 
those who may have great opportunities of | successfully treated, and the serous dis- 
using it; and he does not think that he| charges altogether prevented, by the im- 
would have been justified in entirely sup- | mediate or early use of a warm magnesia 
pressing what he has thought of on this|draught, containing a few drops of lauda- 
subject, whilst we are still labouring under! num, and half a drachm of the compound 


the effects and the fear of a pestilence which | spirits of ammonia, repeated twice or three 





TREATMENT AT PLYMOUTH.—MERCURIAL 
REMEDIES, XC. 





seems hitherto to have set all human ef- 
forts to arrest and cure it, very much at 
nought. W. Maciure, 
14 Harley-street, London, 
Oct. 13th, 1832. 





CROTON OIL, CALOMEL, PRuUSsIc actp, &c. 


I was led to the use of frequently-re- 
peated small doses of irritating purgatives, 
as the most likely means of restraining the 
discharges. With this intention I have given 
a combination (in ,the form ofa pill) of 
croton oil (Short’s) with calomel and ex- 


tract of hyosciamus, one-eighth of a drop of | but trifling, and even cruel. 


the former and a grain and a hal! of each of the 
latter ; and have invariably found it restrain 
the evacuations. I repeat the pill every 
hour until that effect is produced ; generally 
from six to a dozen pills will be required, 
when the evacuations (if any) will be of 
feculent matter, or frequently like chopped 
spinach. I have not found the vegetable 
astringents of the least use in restraining 
diarrhea when it is of the rice-water-like 
fluid. I have seen it continue for days 
under their use, when half-a-dozen of the 
above pills put a stop toit. At first I gave 
the crcton oil in quarter-of-drop doses every 
two hours, but frequently found it produce 
so much pain and uneasivess in the stomach, 
with frequent vomiting, that I reduced the 
quantity and found it answer much better. 
The incessant vomiting was a very trouble- 
some symptom until I began the use of 
prussic acid, in doses of one and a half to 
two minims, every two or three hours, until 





| ames within the hour; and then followed 
by a full dose of calomel (Dss to9j), con- 
joined with extract of henbane, a small 
portion of opium, or some aromatic pow- 
der. By treatment such as this, varied ac- 
cording to circumstances, many lives, I am 
quite satisfied, have been spared. Of this 
| the daily reports of the Board of Health give 
| no information. 
In the second stage of serous evacuation, 
the rapid introduction of mercury into the 
| system is the main object which L have felt 
| myself justified in attempting. Everything 
| beside has seemed not merely secondary, 
The repeated 
and persevering employment of calomel, in 
doses of gr. ij, combined at first with very 
minute portions of opium (gr. or+), the 
assiduous use of mercurial frictions, and 
the application of sinapisms to the epigas- 
trium and front of the abdomen, in order to 
allay the irritability of the stomach and in- 
testines—these are the principal remedial 
measures I have relied on in this period ; 
and, in the majority of cases, with unques- 
tionable success. 

The patients do not bear large quantities 
of beverage without vomiting ; so that | 
have only allowed them small spoonfuls at 
a time of toast-water, tea, or good beer, to 
satisfy the thirst, or rather to moisten the 
mouth and throat. «¢ 

Stimulants, for the most part, have proved 
exceedingly prejudicial, aggravating the 
| symptoms; and, by exhausting the little 

remnant of excitability, hastening the fatal 
result. i 
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~Starch injections with*flaudanum have 
sometimes checked the d&charges from the 
rectum, especially in the.cases of children, 

As to frictions, and the-application of ex- 
ternal warmth, I have only seen them ad- 
vantageous in alleviating painful symp- 
toms. Sometimes they have been insisted 
on too strongly, and neediess pain and suf- 
fering have been the result. 1 do not view 
them as essentially remedial. The chest 
sbould certainly not be much burdened 
with blankets and other warm clothing : 
such a practice causes considerable distress, 
without any adequate compensation. 

In the collapsed stage, I have still to con- 
fess myself among the number of sceptics as 
to the value of any of the proposed plans : 
the problem appears to me yet unsolved. 

C. Hixesrox, M.D. 

Plymouth, Sept. 13th, 1852. 





CHOLERA HOSPITAL, ST. HILLIERS, 
JENSEY.* 


I shall not occupy either time or paper 
by a detail of the symptoms, but will merely 
notice a few remarkable peculiarities which 
came under my own observation. 

It has been generally remarked, that the 
secretions are suppressed in the cold stage, 
but the French physicians have recorded 
the continuance of the secretion of milk, 
and I have met with a case in which the 
catamenia, which were flowing at the time 
of the attack, continued to be secreted 
during the cold stage. 

Another curious case was that of Mrs. 
Thrash, who was delivered of a living child 
while dying in collapse. Such extraordi- 
nary occurrences will afford food for the 
physiologist. 

Five cases terminated in delirium tre- 
mens ; two of these recovered, three proved 
fatal. 

When the patients recovered from the 
cold stage, and afterwards died of the con- 
secutive fever, it was generally from head- 
affection. 

I had not a fair opportunity of trying 
the effects of bleeding, which I consider 
should only be practised before collapse 
has ensued, as it must be injurious after- 
wards; at least 1 think it proved so ina 
case in which it was tried. When re- 
action has setin, it will prove useful in pre- 
venting congestion. 


or two, with capsicum and ammonih, or 
brandy and ammonia, with, occasionally, a 
little opium given,,until reaction took place, 
with toast and water, or cold water, to allay 
the thirst, in small quantities only, was the 
general course, modified according to exist- 
ing circumstances. 1 have placed the di- 
rections, ‘* in small quantities,” in italics, 
as I am particularly desirous of calling at- 
}tention to that point; if large quantities 
were administered, they were immedi- 
ately rejected, so that it was found neces- 
sary to give both medicines and drinks in 
very small quantities. The contrary prac- 
tice has been much cried up, but when re- 
duced to practice, has been found ineffec- 
| tual, at least at St. Hilliers. 
| Inthe cold stage, the hot-air bath, the va- 
| pour-bath, sinapisms, hot sand-bags, sto- 
mach-warmers, lint moistened with liq. 
ammonia and ol. terebinthine, hot turpen- 
tine, etc., have been tried, singly or with 
others, with varied success. The baths 
have been, I may say, invariably useless ; 
the vapour-bath, indeed, injurious. The 
cold-water system was freely tried in the 
town, but, if 1 am to judge from the cases 
sent into the hospital, without success. 

The saline treatment proved useful in one 
case, but the patient had been previously 
roused from the stage of collapse. 

The hydrocyanic acid has arrested the 
vomiting in some cases, but failed in others. 

The same may be said of the acetate of 
morphine, which was given internally, and 
by the endemic method. 

Opiate enemata have arrested the purging 
in one or two cases, with the assistance of 
Dr. Clauny’s plug—when without it, and 
in larger quantities (half a pint of fluid), 
the clyster was instantly returned, 

Musk and croton oil bave also been em- 
ployed, but I cannot speak in their favour. 

I do not recollect a single case in which, 
after recovering from the cold stage, the pa- 
tient was salivated, which did otherwise 
than well. 





CROTON OIL IN CHOLERA. 


I beg tocorroborate what has been stated 
by Mr. Ward of Wolverhampton, as to the 
efficacy of croton oil in the treatment of 
malignant cholera. Since the 9th of last 

month, when I used it first, I have given it 
in a number of cases, and of all (some of 
them the most malignant) have lost but one, 








The treatment generally found most suc-| an old man of 68. I have also seen its 
cessful in our hospital practice was stimu- | beneficial effects in the practice of Mr. Cun- 
lants. Sinapisms over the spine, epigas-| ningham, of Hereford Street, to whom I re- 
trium, and extremities, kept on for an bour|commended its use, and have received 
| favourable notices of it from two other me- 
* : , ‘dical men to whom I had spoken of it. 

Communicated to the Editor without name -r4 dark-green evacuations mentioned by 


f the writeror date. The resident surgeon at the | nse 
hospital is most probably the author. ’ j Mr. Ward, are very characteristic of the 














effect of croton oil, and afford hope of fa- 
vourable issue. When taken it produces a 
glow in the stomach and fauces; it cer- 
tainly acts powerfully on the mucous sur- 
faces, and perhaps on the nervous system. 
Its action sometimes has appeared as sud- 
den as the disease’s attacks ; it has in a few 
cases removed the pain from the stomach, 
and arrested the cramps, within ten minutes. 
Parricx Gitursrre, M.D., &e. 
69, Lisson Grove North, London, 
September 26th, 1832. 








EVIDENCES OF THE PROPAGATION 
OF MALIGNANT CHOLERA BY 
CONTAGION. 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir,—In perusing your own papers, and | 
those of others, on the mode of propagation | 


of Asiatic cholera, and the reports of the 
endless discussions to which, since its ap- | 
pearance, it has given rise in the different | 
medical societies of the metropolis, I have 
not failed to perceive how strenuous and | 
consistent you have been in advocating its 
contagious nature, under certain circum- 
stances. 

Notwithstanding the many proofs you and 
your correspondents have brought forward, 
of its having been communicated from one 
person to another, which ought to convince 
every one of the truth of the doctrine of 
contagion, still there are many so prejudiced 
as either to deny the fact themselves, or the 
doctrine which necessarily flows from them. 

I wish to record in your widely-circulated 
journal, the following facts that occurred in 
= neighbourhood, and which in my opinion 
afford positive evidence of the contagious- 
ness of cholera. 

Mary Johnston, or Beveridge, left Spring- 
bank, Glasgow, on Monday, the 20th of 
February last, when cholera was then ex- 
tensively prevailing, and travelled thence, 
along with her husband, who was a collier, 
to S. Eura, in Ayrshire, distant from Glas- 
gow about 22 miles. While on the road 
she had purging and vomiting, (which her 
husband attributed to whiskey, of which 
she partook freely,) became exhausted and 
weak, so as to require the assistance of ber 
husband to reach S. Eura, was ill all that 
night with purging, vomiting, and cramps, 
and was attended by two women, sisters, 
who rubbed her, and ad ministered whiskey 
toddy ; was seen next day by Dr. Ander- 
son, of S, Eura, when she was in the stage 
éollapse, cold, blue, and pulseless, and 
died in the afternoon of the same day. 

This was on Tuesday. On Friday one 
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and otherwise closely attending the above, 
was seized with all the symptoms of cholera, 
and died after 12 hours illness. 

The next case occurred on Saturday, in 
the other of the two sisters, who the 
disease severely but recovered. 

The disease continued to 21 out 
of 100 inhabitants were attacked by it in a 
decided form, whereof six died and the rest 
recovered. 

Now, Sir, these are facts for the truth 
of which I vouch; not founded on mere 
hearsay evidence to which no credit can be 
attached, but derived in part from inquiries 
made on the spot by myself, and in part 
from the medical attendant who was em- 
| ploved at S. Eura by the Kilwinning Board 
of Health. 

There was no bowel complaint prevalent 
at S. Eura before the arrival of the woman 
Beveridge, but so extensively did it pre- 
vail afterwards, that the medical attendant 
told me there was scarcely an individual 
who was not affected with it in some degree. 
This I would explain by a universal cus- 
tom that holds with the colliers in this part 
of the country, for all to pour into the house 
of their neighbours when he or any of his 
family happen to be sick or visited with an 
accident, 

This took place to the fullest extent here ; 
all flocked to the house where the sick 
woman was lodged. therefore all were ex- 
posed to the contagion, and the consequence 
was, that some had severe cholera, while 
others escaped with diarrhea only. 

Remark. This person left an infected 
district, was seized with the disease when 
on the road, travelled a distance of 20 miles 
at least, came to a pure atmosphere where 
all were healthy, and the disease then spread 
as from a centre, first among those who at- 
tended her closely, and afterwards among 
the population generally, who had all been 
in the house in which she had lodged. 

It is worthy of remark also, that the hus- 
band of the woman, who closely attended 
her during her illness, and who after her 
death siept in the same bed with her 
corpse, escaped alltogether, being, doubt- 
less, unsusceptible of the disease. He 
was a stout follow, and did not believe 
in cholera at all. 

I think, Mr. Editor, I have detailed a 
strong case, almost amounting to a demon- 
stration, that the irruption of cholera at 
S. Eura depended on the arrival of the 
woman Beveridge. Let the anticontagionist 
make what use of it he pleases. To un- 
prejudiced minds I make bold to say it will 
afford positive evidence of the contagious- 
ness of cholera. I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your most humble servant, 

James Sa.mon, Surg. 








of the sisters who was engaged in rubbing, 





Frome, Ayrshire, Oct. 183%, 
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PROPOSALS TO ESTABLISH 
A MEDICAL SCHOOL AT NOTTINGHAM. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sirx,—Through your valuable and widely- 
circulated columns I wish to make a few 
remarks on the efficacy of establishing a 
General Medical School in the town of Not- 
tingham. For some time past, certain gen- 
tlemen have contemplated such a project, 
but from want of perseverance, the idea has 
of late remained dormant. 

Independent of Nottingham being a 
place of magnitude, it contains a large, 
‘General Hospital ;” it has a Dispensary, 
and a poorhouse on an extensive scale, 
which under some little arrangement might 
be rendered as completely available for a 
medical school as any now in existence. 

In the order of ‘‘ economy and retrench- 
ment’’ I thiuk my views on the subject will 
not come amiss to some of your readers ; 
for although we have now many “‘ Schools,” 
“ Colleges,” “‘ Universities,” and what not, 
still the expenses entailed on students are 
of so serious a nature as to exclude many 
from finishing their education. By a new 
order issued from Apothecaries Hall on the 
23rd of September last, medical pupils are 
required to know nearly as much again of 
their profession as those who presented 
themselves for examination previous to 1828, 
This step on the part of the examiners 
would not wholly be disapproved of, pro- 
viding pupils could more easily and readily 
obtain practical information at a more re- 
duced price. But as affairs now stand, a 
young man, after paying a premium of 200 
or 300 guineas to a surgeon, is sent by his 
friends to some of the medical schools, 
which adds at least 200/. more to the ex- 
pense, and, to complete all, after hearing 
a long routine of indigestible words from a 
“lecturer,” he is sent as proficient to pass 
his examination before the Society of Apo- 
thecaries. 

I will not however say more on the irre- 
gularity of this part of the profession, but 
seriously recommend to the faculty of Not- 
tingbam the establishment of a school (under 
the recognition of Apothecaries Hall) on just 
and firm principles, where youth and those 
who are intended for our profession may 
acquire that knowledge which is required 
for making them efficient practitioners and 
learned members of society. In the ac- 
complishment of this grand object, I am 
sure there are both physicians and surgeons 
attached to the medical institutions in Not- 
tingham of sufficient talent at once to under- 
take the duties of such office. I am, Sir, 
your very obedient, humble servant. 

W. Anprew. 
Nottingham, Oct, 17th, 1832. 


ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE 


MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF MEDI- 
CINE AND SURGERY. 

A rustic pinver, to commemorate the 
opening of the New Theatre, in Pine-street, 
was held on Wednesday evening, at Hay- 
ward’s Hotel, Bridge-street. A numerous 
and highly-respectable company assem bled 
on the occasion, comprising most of the 
professional and scientific gentlemen of the 
town and its neighbourhood. 

The chair was ably filled by Bexjyamin 
Braipiey, Esq., the Boroughreeve ; and 
the vice-chairs were occupied by Dr, Banp- 
stry and Dr.Hotme. On the right of the 
chairman sat Colonel Shaw, in full fig, 
the Rev. Dr. Smith (head master of the Free 
Grammar-school), and E. es, Esq. ; 
on his left, J. F. Foster, Esq., Dr. Dalton 
| (President of the Manchester Literary and 
| Philosophical Society), John Greaves, Esq., 
}and William Garnett, Esq. B. Heywood, 
ip . . as 
| Esq., M.P., was prevented by indisposition 
‘from being present. Professional singers 
were engaged, and a variety of glees, quar- 
tetts, &c., were sung in admirable style. 
The dinner was profuse and elegant, pre- 
pared in Mr. Howard’s best style ; and the 
| wines consisted of champagne, hock, claret, 
madeira, ** bumble port,” and sherry. 

After some out- of plas honours bad been 
done to the King, his wife, and the very 
‘* illustrious House of Brunswick,” the 
chairman proposed asa toast, ‘‘ The ad- 
vancement of science in all its depart- 
ments.” Drunk with cheers. 

The health of Mr. Turner, the founder 
of the New Theatre, was next drunk with 
| enthusiastic applause. 

Mr. Turner expressed his acknowledg- 
ments for the honour conferred upon him, 
The interest and zeal he had taken in the 
establishment of the Pine-street school for 
medicine and surgery, had arisen, not from 
any personal feeling, but from a desire to 
promote the general good. Manchester had 
long held, and still continued to hold, a 
high rank for its support of literary and sci- 
entific institutions. The Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society, the Natural History So- 
ciety, the Royal Institution for the Promo- 
tion of the Arts, and the Botanical and Hor- 
ticultural Society, were so many proofs of 
the interest taken by the inhabitants in the 
cause of science. But let it not be sup- 
posed, that while these improvements had 
thus taken place in otber departments of 
science, the cultivators of medical and sur- 
gical knowledge had been asleep, because 
they had hitherto worked as it were in 
comparative poets ; it is my ome that 
day they had bad an opportunity of making 
a publig manifestation of their labours.— 
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After pronouncing a complimentary tribute jealousies intrude.—Dr. Bardsley concluded 


to the memory of Percival, White, Gibson, 
Simmons, and other professional men, once 
connected with Manchester, Mr. Furner 
proceeded to give an account of the rise 
and progress of the Pine-street school. In| 
its establishment he took to himself no ex- 
elusive right. When he entered upon the 
duties of a lecturer it required little more | 
than an organization of plans to bring lec- 
turers together, to supersede the necessity 
of students going to London: that object 
had at length been effected, and now a cer- 
tificate from the Manchester Sehool stood on | 
equal ground with any obtained in the me- 
tropolis. Anatomical lectures had long 
since been given in this town, by White, 
Gibson, Ransome, Jordan, and others, and 
with those distinguished men he was will- 
ing to share the palm.—Mr. Turner con- 
cluded an energetic speech by observing, 
that so long as he should reside in Manches- 
ter he would endeavour to make himself 
useful, and to act honourably and consci- 
entiously ; and the best reward he could 
receive would be the regard of his pupils, 
the feelings of his professional 
brethren, and the approbation of his fel- 
low-townsmen at large. (Loud and conti- 
nued cheers.) 

The Chairman next proposed, ‘‘ The 
other lecturers in Pine-street School ; with 
best wishes for the prosperity of the Insti- 
tution.” 

Dr. J. L. Banpstey acknowledged the 
toast with neatness and elegance. The 
fa om of the Institution, he observed, 

ad been most encouraging, and the efforts 
of the lecturers had been crowned with 
abundant success. He pointed out the ad- 
vantages resulting from local medical insti- 
tutions, and dwelt especially on the satis- 
faction which parents must derive from 
having their sons under their own roofs 
while pursuing their studies, free from 
temptations to vicious indulgence, and in- 
sensibly led to habits of observation and 
attention. He alluded to the increased de- 
mand, in the present day, for mental in- 
dustry, in order to entitle professional men 
to the rank which they ought to hold in 
society, and remarked that from the diffusion 
of intelligence and all kinds of knowledge, 
the distance between ignorance and learning 
had become surprisingly contracted. Lee- 
tures were beneficial not only to the pupil, 
but to the lecturer. There were other 
schools in Manchester besides the Pine- 
street school; and although they might be 
considered as rivals, yet they were not the 
less disposed to be friends. Competition 
was the great stimulant to exertion, the 
excellent fruits of which, he hoped, would 
be enjoyed by the pupils of each institution , 
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and a liberal profession should Wage enep) 





by proposing ‘“ The health of the lecturers 
in other medical schools of Manchester,— 
our fellow-labourers in the advancement of 
medical science.” 

Mr. Jonvan briefly returned thanks, and 
observed that fourteen towns had followed 
the example of Manchester. 

The Cuatrman observed, that among the 

blic charities in this town the Royal 

anchester Infirmary stood pre-eminent— 
an institution which had been established 
fourscore years, in which period it had dis- 
pensed medical relief to 500,000 of the sick 
poor of the town and its neighbourhood. 
He proposed ‘‘ The Manchester Royal In- 
firmary, and may it long dispense its bene- 
fits to the afflicted poor.” 

Dr. Barpstey said that the long con- 
nexion which he bad had with the Man- 
chester Infirmary, as one of its physicians, 
and the warm interest he had ever taken in 
it, would, he trusted, be a sufficient apology 
for his venturing to make a few observations 
on an institution of such high importance, 
He owed a debt of gratitude to the Infir- 
mary, and he embraced the present oppor- 
tunity to express his sense of the obligation. 
He was well aware that Manchester was 
justly proud of its eminence in manufac- 
tures and commerce ; but he was glad that 
the inhabitants had reason to be proud from 
a more pure and lofty source, the godlike 
principle of charity, which so extensively 
prevailed among them. The Royal Infir- 
mary might be compared to a tree which 
had been planted in a good soil; it had 
taken deep root, and by diligence and suc- 
cessful cultivation had risen to its present 
gigantic height, dispensing its healing balm 
in every year to 19,000 of their suffering 
fellow-creatures. 

The Cuairman proposed the health of 
Dr. Dalton, in connexion with the Literary 
and Philosophical Society. 

Dr. Darrow acknowledged the toast in 
a short but perspicuous address. 

‘*The health of Dr. Holme, and pro- 
sperity to the Natural History Society ;” 
** The Royal Institution;” ** The Lying- 
in Hospital ;” ‘‘ The Dispensaries of the 
town ;” and ‘‘ The Eye Institution,” were 
proposed from the chair, and drew forth 
speeches from Dr. Holme, from Mr. J. E. 
Taylor, who spoke of the advantage which 
would result from the establishment of a 
school in connexion with the Royal Insti- 
tution; from Mr. Radford, Dr. Alexander, 
and Mr. Wilson, who remarked that the 
best oculist was the best physician, or the 
best surgeon. 

Other toasts were afterwards drunk, 
among which were, ‘‘ The town and trade 
of Manchester,”—asknowledged by Mr. 
Thomas Sharp; ‘‘ The Botanical and Hor- 
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ticultural Society,’ which called up Mr. 
Thomas Markland; «‘ Mr. Gordon, Hono- 
rary Secretary to the Medical School,” who 
acknowled the toast in a judicious 
speech. 

Mr. Turver, in compliance with a gene- 
rally-expressed wish, stated that the senior 
pupils in the old school who had obtained 
medals, were Mr. Golland and Mr. Ker; 
and the senior pupil in the new school who 
had obtained a similar mark of distinction, 
was Mr. John Kinder Wood. 

So spirited were the entire proceedings, 
that the company did not retire ‘‘ until the 
bell had tolled one.” 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, November 3, 1852. 








Arrer some years of labour, directed to 
the exposure of the abuses which pervade 
the hospital system of instruction in this 
metropolis, we are animated by no ordinary 
feelings of satisfaction in witnessing the 
success of our exertions, and an acknow- 
ledgment of the force and propriety of our 
arguments. 

No prospectus, issuing from a hospital or 
dispensary in this town, can now make its 
appearance without the word “ clinical” 
being blazoned upon its surface ; though, 
from the position which this word still oc 
cupies in these documents, the lecturers 
themselves seem to possess only a sorry por- 
tion of information as to the importance of 
clinical knowledge in the progress of medi- 
cal education. Down to the time of the 
appearance of the first number of this jour- 
nal, clinical lectures were not deemed 
worthy of the capacities of the Bars, me- 
dical or surgical. The word clinical, in- 
deed, was not heard in the squares or wards 
of the hospitals from one end of the year to 
the other ; the only sounds greeting the ear 
being ‘‘ Surgical practice of the hospital, 
twenty-six pounds five ; medical practice of 
the hospital, twenty-one pounds. Perpetual 
to Anatomy, ten pounds ; perpetual to De- 
monstrations, ten pounds ten ; perpetual to 
Surgery, five pounds five ;”’ and so on through 
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| the catalogue of *‘ regular courses.” ‘The 
Barts thought of nothing but fees—did little 
else than pocket the fees ; never dreaming, 
miserable wights, that they would some day 
be called upon to account for their misdeeds 
at the bar of an injured public and an 
insulted profession. If, however, we are 
profiting by increased exertions in the ‘ cli- 
nical” department of medical education, 
it must, we regret, be confessed, that the 
‘* regular-course ’’ concern is a regularly-in- 
creasing evil; it is a monster of prodi- 
giously rapid growth, already so unwieldy 
in bulk that it seems to carry in its own 
frame that power which will prove fatal to 
itslong continuance. Accustomed, for an 
extended series of years, to spout one hour 
a day in the delivery of the “* regular,” or 
mock, courses of lectures, the medical and 
surgical Barts of our national hospitals be- 
came either too dignified, or too idle, to mix 
with the students in the wards, and point 
out the characteristics of disease at the bed- 
sides of the afflicted, Even the dead-house 
was unfrequented by them: and thus the 
students, having paid most extortionately for 
what they hoped would prove the best in- 
struction, were not even regaled with a por- 
tion of the worst ; because, in point of fact, 
the officers of the hospitals furnished them 
with nothing that deserved the name of in- 
struction. The ‘ regular courses” are, 
with very few exceptions, nothing less than 
regular farces. In truth, very few lectures 
in medicine can be of use, unless founded on 
demonstrable facts, and unless, also, the 


facts are demonstrated before the audience. 


How unpardonable, then, is it in our 
official physicians and surgeons to suffer to 
remain uncultivated such a rich field of in- 
juiry as the wards of our great metropolitan 
hospitals! The correction of such glaring 
abuses in a system of public medical educa- 
tion must, we fear, be indebted for its 


origin to causes operating from without the 
schools of those institutions, since the per- 
nicious practices are too profitable to be 














PLUNDER OF STUDENTS AT THE HOSPITALS. 


abandoned voluntarily by the delinquents | ness and assiduity, than any other lecturer 

who are enabled to gather a rich harvest | st that time in this metropolis. His class was 

from its continuance. Yet it almost asto-| invariably full, and he was constantly send- 

nishes one to find that even the dread of | ing tothe ranks of the profession a numberof 

the ordeal, which the students rp eer well-grounded in a knowledge 
} 






they must surmount at the College of Sur- | of the science which he taught. What was 
geons and the Apotbecaries Company, be- the course of procedure adopted by Mr. 
fore they think themselves qualified to prac- Brooxes? But, first, what was his charge? 
tise, can prevent them from raising their Ten guineas, for what he denominated ana- 






voices, every succeeding session, in one re- 
sistless cry of indignation against the man- 
ner in which they are plundered, by being 
compelled to pay for hospital practice, which, 
through the negligence of the medical offi- 
cers, is worth nothing, and for “‘ regular 
courses” which treat the various subjects in 
a thousand times less efficient manner than 
the same subjects are discussed in books, to 
be purchased at one-tenth the cost. Com- 
pare, for example, the works on anatomy 
with the lectures on anatomy delivered in 
our theatres. Attempt to draw a parallel 
between many of the /ectures on the practice 
of physic with the systematic treatises on 
the same subject. Compare, again, the 
value of a fleeting, superficial lecture on 
Materia Medica—addressed to two hundred 
students—with the advantage, enjoyed by 
each student, of examining in private the 
articles treated of, and with the means of 
perusing again and again every important | 





,and surgery. 


tomy, dissections, physiology, pathology, 
If Mr. Brooxes did not 
throw into his course of instruction all the 
information of his day possessed by the 
first schools of the continent, it cannot be 
asserted that his instruction in avatomy 
was not at least as good as any at that period 
offered in London. That Mr, Brooxes 
was not an eloquent lecturer, we are willing 
to admit; but, nevertheless, he possessed 
qualities for the office he filled, far superior, 
in a teacher of anatomy, to eloquence ;— 
those of industry and a knowledge of the 
subject. In short, he understood the struc- 
ture of the machine which he undertook 
to demonstrate, and omitted no attempt to 
make the student thoroughly acquainted 
with the anatomy of the human body. 

We can quote authority, however, in fa- 
vour of Mr. Brooxes’ capabilities, which 
will be considered as truly orthodox by the 
Bars themselves—we allude to the testi- 





particular connected with their uses and mony of Sir Asttxy Cooper. At the end 
qualities. Further, what is the value of of every session, in taking leave of his pu- 
a lecture on chemistry, unless delivered in| pils in the Borough, it was the worthy ba- 
the laboratory, and illustrated by frequent ronet’s custom—(at least in 1815, and the 
experiment? But of all the frauds prac-|four or five succeeding years)—to recom- 
tised in the system of hospital instruction, |mend them to attend Mr. Brooxes in the 
there are none equal to those of first,/summer. “If,” said this celebrated sur- 
charging for hospital practice, in the absence | geon,’ you wish to learn anatomy, gen- 
of clinical instruction ; and, secondly, tojtomm, I say, go to Mr. Brooxes;”"— 
double fees extracted for teaching the one 
The 


, 


advice which, seeing it cume from a con- 
temporary lecturer, exhibited a spirit of can- 
dour. But the recommendation would have 
savoured rather more of candour if it had 
been urged at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, and before the fees had been safely 
deposited in the snuggery attached to St. 


thing, anatomy, under two names. 


effrontery displayed by both sets of official 
Barts in persisting in such a course of ini- 
quity, is really inconceivable. Mr. Brooxes, 
during about thirty years, taught anatomy 
with greater care, with far more minute- 
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Thomas’s Museum. At the same time, be 
it remembered, Sir Astiey was charging 
for his “* regular course ” of anatomical lec- 
tures ten pounds ten, and for his course of 
dissections ten pounds ten; whilst the stu- 
dents, having paid for these regular courses, 
were directed to go to Mr. Brooxes if they 
wished to learn anatomy,—Mr. Brookes 
justly demanding no higher sum than a 
moiety of the above fees for his lectures, 
dissections, and instructions in physiology, 
pathology, and surgery. 

The liberality displayed in favour of the 
** West-end” lecturer was not deemed a very 
heavy sacrifice at the shrine of avarice, 
inasmuch as Mr. Brookes was not officially 
connected with any hospital, and therefore, 
in the opinion of his St.-Thomas’-contem- 
porary, stood little chance of beholding his 
class-room full, except in the summer season. 
The advice to * go and learn anatomy” at | 
the West end, where it was sold for ten 
pounds ten shillings, operated in a manner 





tribe hear with horror of the ease and cheap- 
ness with which real knowledge can always 
be diffused by clever industrious men. 

We have been-induced to take up this 
subject on the present occasion, from hav- 
ing perused a copy of the introductory clini- 
cal lecture delivered the other day at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital, by Dr. Larnam. The 
Doctor—the medical Bishop, who was lately 
translated from the see of Middlesex to the 
see of St. Bartholomew—is coming out as a 
medical reformer. It is easy to discover, 
from the lecture before us, that Dr. Larnam 
is both an honest and a sensible man. Would 
that his boldness equalled his integrity and 
good sense ! 

The learned doctor, in this his first nibble 
at the great cause of medical reform, does 
not certainly advance so far as to declare that 
it is a fraud for his flinty colleague, Mr. 
Sran ey, to charge two heavy fees for teach- 
ing one thing under two names. After ob. 


serving, however, that ‘‘ every mode of lec- 





that was never intended ; in short up rose a. turing has been unduly exalted above elini- 
Borough Mr. Brooxes,—in the person of ‘cal,” the doctor makes an effort—screws his 
the late Mr. Epwarp Grainoer, who, pro- “courage to the sticking place, end fairly lets 
fiting by the example of the West-end in- | the truth out of the bag, by stating that, 
structor, and the often-repeated recommen- |‘‘ so pressing upon the student's mind and 
dations of the cheap school by Sir Asrtey | time is the necessity of attending a miulti- 
Coorer, founded one of those cheap-know- | plicity of lectures, that he has neither atten- 
ledge nuisances right under the worthy | tion nor leisure left to bestow upon the ob- 
baronet’s nose, to the no small astonish- | servation of diseases, and the effects of re- 
ment of Sir Astiey himself, and to the af- medies.” In fine, what the doctor meant 
fright of the whole family of neveys and | was this,—that the students, in complying 
noodles. The cheap school flourished and with the conditions of the “ certificate” 
does flourish; the charge for instruction system, and the double pay for the one- 
continuing at the same amount as when the thing code, are wholly occupied by attend- 
establishment was first opened,—-at once a ing to shadows, being entirely cut off from 
source of advantage to the public, and one every view or consideration of the substance. 
of petty, envious, and jealous feeling to the After proceeding to notice that dissection 
members of the Coorerian Bar family.| must be practised in order to acquire an’ 
This feeling was strongly indicated in the acquaintance with aoatomy, and enumerat- 
celebrated trial in the Court of King's | ing the lectures which figure upon the hos- 
Bench, when Sir James Scanterr sneer-| pital prospectuses, Dr. Laruam quits this 
ingly asked one of the witnesses for the | part of the scene by stepping out, somewhat 
defence, ifhe had not been ‘‘ a student at the | heavily, over the deep-rooted corns of his 
cheap school of anatomy.” Yes, the whole |colleagues.—'* Now I dare not say that the 
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the highestorder ; and therefore I must not 
tell the student that this knowledge is less 
important than that, and that one lecture he 
may attend less diligently than another; I 
must only speak generally upon so delicate 
a subject, and contrive to intimate my opinion 
without giving offence.” 

Every good general rejoices when he 
hears of divisions in the camp of the 
enemy. Thus are we ylad, and heartily 
congratulate the members of the profession, 
at finding that they have a friend high in 
command in one of the strongest fortresses 
of their opponents. Leaving the regular- 
course colleagues to eschew as they may the 
hard piece of bone, or, rather, unmanage- 
able piece of ivory, which the learned Doc- 
tor has thrown amongst them, we shall ter- 
minate this notice by furnishing the author 
of the lecture with an explanation of a cir- 
cumstance which seems to have excited in 
We 
cannot allow so valuable a brother labourer 


his mind no small degree of surprise. 


in the guod cause to endure unnecessarily 
even the inconvenience created by a feeling 
of astonishment. The address opens with 
these words :—*‘ Since the commencement 
of this season I have found myself attended 
in the wards of the hospital by a much larger 
number of pupils than usual ;” thus ac- 
knowledging this phenomenon in the medi- 
cal practice of St. Bartholomew's , without 
solving, or apparently comprehending, the 
origin of the wonder. If Dr. Latuam will 
refer to page 6 of the first volume of 
Tue Layxcet,—that number which con- 
tained an account of the medical schools of 
the metropol.s,—he will there find this 
paragraph : 
of St. Bartholomew's) are advertised to be 


«Clinical lectures (speaking 


given by Dr. Hue and Mr. Eance, and are 
actually delivered by Dr. Latnam, at the 
bedsides of the sick, on alternate mornings. 
The practice of Dr. Larnam is valuable, 
and should be attentively observed.” Tue 
Lancet does not address itself to the 


NO MORE BODIES.—DR. LATTA’S PAPER. 


Subject matter of ali these lectures is not of winds, nor to senseless stocks and stones, 






but to young gentlemen, who kave by ex- 

| perience learned to estimate the worth of 
‘any recommendation which they may find 
in a journal honestly and independently 
| conducted. 





THE ANATOMY ACT. 


A xvown correspondent, belonging to the 
medical school of the London Hospital, 
writes thus :— 

“The inconveniences which you pre- 
dicted would result from the Anatomical 
Bill have been fulfilled in this hospital. 
On Monday last the Anatomical Teachers 
gave notice that they were obliged to dis- 
continue the Anatomical Lectures, owing to 
the want of subjects, and would be unable 
to resume them until a supply could be 
procured, There has been but one subject 
in the dissecting-room since the commence- 
ment of the season.” 





Ovr readers will find at page 173 of our 
present Number, a paper of considerable 
interest, written by Dr. Larra of Leith, 
detailing several cases of malignant cholera, 
which, by the intervening agency of the 
vapour-bath, were successfully treated with 
saline venous injections at a period of the 
disease when, without the aid of the auxi- 
liary Dr. L. now proposes, the patients 
would almost certainly have perished. The 
fact mentioned at the close of Dr. Larra’s 
letter, will not escape attention as a very 
important one. A sketch of the apparatus 
employed to procure an appropriate vapour- 
ied the comm 


we are accidentally prevented from giving 


bath, accomy tion, but 





an engraving of it this week. ‘Ihe contri- 
vance is a very good one, but, in the in- 
terim, the ingenuity of practitioners who 
may have an opportunity of further testing 
Dr. Larra’s proposal, will not fail to dis- 
cover various advantageous modes of carry- 
ing the plan into effect. 
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taining relief from the duties at present 
payable on the importation of articulated 
skeletons, wax models, and other prepara- 
tions illustrative of the anatomy of the 
— human body; I am commanded by their 





SIR HENRY HALFORD AGAIN, 


CAUTION TO BALLOTERS. 


From a Correspondent. | Lordships to acquaint you, that the prac- 

Tur “sanctum” of the old dowagers in| tice which has been adopted with regard 
Pull Mall East presented, lately, a scene | tothe admission of anatomical preparations, 
highly creditable to the dignity and high- | models, &c., has been to remit the duties 
mindedness of that nugust body ! |}on such articles, when imported expressly 

It seems that these ‘old women,” in for the use of any particular school, or to 
furtherance of the great object of their col-|be deposited in any public museum, or 
lege, the advancement of medical science when brought to this country by foreign- 
and literature in general, lately instituted ers, for the purposes of lecturing thereon, 
“‘ aneating and drinking club,” the members or the advancement of anatomical science. 
of which are chosen only from amongst the | And my Lords will not object to extend 
Fetrows. The ‘‘eel-backed” Sir Henry | their regulations to the admission of human 
is chairman of the club, for which office no| skeletons. But they would not feel justi- 
man is better calculated, from the delicacy | fied in sanctioning the remission of duty 
of his palate, and the smoothness of his generally on such articles, when imported 
tongue. for sale. Individual applications must there- 

The election of a member by ballot being fore be made to the Board in such cases as 
about to take place, several eminent indi- may come within the above-mentioned regu- 
viduals were proposed, and amongst the rest ations. 1 am, Sir, your obedient aervant, 
Dr. Hawkins, Professor in Strand-lane Col- | Spainoe Rice. 
lege, by his distinguished uncle Sir Henry | To Dr. Somerville, 5, Saville Row. 
Humbug. The ballot went round, the| 
chairman examined the boxes, and with his 
usual suavity of manner congratulated the | 
club on the election of Dr. Hawkins! ! 

A scene of consternation ensued at so 
unexpected a result, Murmurings, whis- 
perings, and some pointed observations se Yen Seah Yes oe 
were made, and at last up started the brave) CORONERS’ INQUESTS. 
Dr. Hewitt, supported by the mild Dr. a 
Maton, the sneaking Dr. Holland, and the 
caustic Dr. Warren; and there being well- 
founded suspicions as to the accuracy of the;  §:p,—In passing through the narrow 
eel-backed chairman's arithmeticaé talents, | walks of life, a man is often obliged when 
another ballot was insisted upon, No one | he wishes to avoid the troubles that beset 
will be surprised when he is told that jim, to square his elbows, put on a fierce 
poor Hawkins was, on this new occasion, Jook, keep his ground, and prevent being 
assailed by a shower of black balls, care | jostled into the dirt. Medical men are 
being taken that the examination of the especially exposed to this sort of rencounter, 
ballot-boxes should be public. [Qy. Did |] have just come from a match of the kind ; 
not the “« Professor” take the tint, and and as itis one that concerns the medical 
withdraw his name 1] |public, and as you, Mr. Editor, have 
|hitherto been their champion, | will state 
| to you briefly the nature of the transaction. 


THE TAX ON ANATOMICAL AND | A map who had been drinking freely at 


" me an inn, went into the vard, complaining of 
OTHER PREPARATIONS. jsickness; he staggered and fell. I was 


‘ ; | sent for; but in ten minutes after my ar- 
Tur following letter has been received | rivalhe died. It had been usual in this and 
by Dr. Somerville, Anatomy Inspector for surrounding parishes to pay a medical man 





FEES OF MEDICAL MEN 


FOR ATTENDANCE ON 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 











London :— 
‘Treasury Chambers, Oct. 30, 1852. 

Sir,—Having laid before the Lords Com- 
missioners of his Majesty's Treasury your 
letter of the 15th inst., addressed to Vis- 
count Melbourne, on the subject of the in- 
convenience to which anatomists are sub- 
jected by the operations of the bill for 
regulating the schools of anatomy ; and re- 
questing his Lordship’s interference in ob- 





|for his attendance and evidence on in- 
quests ; but the select vestry lately came 
'to a resolution, that he was not entitledtoa 
fee, and that they would not allow one. In 
the present case I was ordered to and did 
attend. Matters went smoothly on until 
my examination, when a hitch occurred, 
1 believed that | was bound to answer, like 
an ordinary witness, questions relating to 


| mere matters of fact—and | acted accords 


190 
a 
Q. Were called to see this man? 


A. Yes, I was. 

Q. What then, Sir? 

A. He was alive. 

Q. Well, Sir, what next ? 

4. He lived ten minutes after I was 
there, and then died, 

Q. Of what did he die? 

A, Now, you are asking me fora professional 
opinion, and I will not answer it without 
receiving a fee, 

This the ers authorities refused to pay, 
and here fore the business ended for 
the day, by the coroner's adjourning the 
court for a week, and requesting me to make 
such an examination of the body as I might 
think B wari to enable me to state the 
cause of death. 

At the second meeting the principal 
overseers attended, and agreed to pay me 
for my dissection, and evidence thereon, 
but intimated that they were acting by 
the order of the select vestry, who still 
adhered to their resolution of not paying 
for a medical man’s attendance if the case 
did not require examination by the knife, 
Now, Sir, the point to which I wish, 
through your valuable journal, to call the 
attention of my brethren is this. The 
ability to give a medical opinion is the 
result of ed btained at great ex- 

nse, and the public can have no claim on 
it without paying for it a suitable reward. 
If the law places a medical man in such a 
situation, that he is obliged to waste his 
time and impart information without fee or 
reward, it is high time that that law should 
be altered, and the best method to effect the 
change is, I conceive, for medical men, in- 
dividually and collectively, to use their best 


tion 








CONDUCT OF PHYSICIANS TOWARDS SURGEONS. 


on the matter, when Sir James decided the 
the point in favour of the parish officers, 
The surgeon on the day of trial (March 
17th) applied to the court for his fee for at- 
tendance at the inquest, but Mr. Justice 
Littledale said he had no authority to order 
|him any more than a fee for his attendance 
_in Court that day.” 


| 


SOUTHWARK GENERAL PRACTI. 





TIONERS SOCIETY. 
PRACTICES OF PHYSICIANS, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—In your 476th Number you pub- 
lished a letter signed ‘ Medicus,” com- 
menting upon the address of the Southwark 
General Practitioners Society, which your 
correspondent says ‘‘ suggests two ques- 
tions.” 

ist. ‘“‘ What is the nature and amount of 
interference hitherto, and at present, exer- 
cised by the physician, in the practice of 
the general practitioner ?” 

2ndly. ** What are the precise limits 
within which the practice of the physician 
is to be confined, to meet the views of this 
society ?”’ 

I am really very glad to hear that there 
is a physician (for a physician he certainly 
is) so innocent as to ask the first question, 
and for his information I will venture to 
answer it. The percentage system, Mr. 
Editor, so often and so ably exposed by 
you, is now carried on in the Borough in 
the most open and barefaced manner; a 
celebrated obstetric physician sits at the 
house of a chemist, where he prescribes 





gratuitously in such a way, that the pre- 





efforts with those who are likely to be re-| scription can only be read by the chemist 
turned to a reformed parliament to get a who provides the room, and of course the 
clause introduced into a new act respecting physic. ‘There is another notorious quack, 
coroners (which will most probably pass permitted to use on his labels the name of 
the next session), to enable them, when de- a physician whose talents I have the high- 
siring the attendance of a medical man, to est respect for, but the prostitution of whose 
ive him a legal claim on the parish officers name 1 deeply deplore. 1 have inclosed one 
his services as to the amount of the of these precious labels that you may print 
fee to be received, that should be commen-' j¢ if you think roper.* 

surate with the skill, trouble, and loss of, Then, Sir, there are physicians who, 
time. 1am, Sir, your humble servant, —_ having been first introduced to a patient by 
Francis Busu, | the general practitioner, will subsequentiy 
Surgeon, —|ingratiate himself with the family, and in 
P.S. Subjoined is a case in point, which Order to make them believe that he is 
was h to me by the coroner who pre- Cheaper than the apothecary, will poy six 
sided : — “‘ Shrewsbury, Saturday March °F eight visits for bis guinea, and then 
17th. In the trial of Edwin Taylor, who Send the prescription to his favourite dis- 
was acquitted of manslaughter, a question | 
arose as to who was to pay the surgeon for, * « Two tablespoonfuls to be taken every four 
ing the body at the coroner’s inquest, | hours till the bowels are opened. Mr. S. A. 
coroner gave the surgeon an order on ay ae 
the parish officers, but they declined paying Street, Borough 

him, and took Sir James Scarlett’s opinion | Charity for 


Frome, Oct. 25, 1832. 














ss. @ 


'@e@eenres’ O- S® 


ew 


o@® Ot me 


SrRers Ss 


erie 7! 


OPERATIONS AT ST. GEORGE'S. © 191 


counting chemist. Consulting surgeons |as to the nature of the tumour, Mr. Keate 
commonly do this, and think it no dis- resolved first to cut into it, and if found to 
| contract for their attendance upon be malignant, to amputate the limb above 
ilies at a certain sum per year. the knee. Upon the muscles being divided 
These are a few instances that are of the and the tumour cut into, a quantity of 
nature, but very far short of the amount of fluid gushed out, and on its being dis- 
interference in the practice of the general covered to be of a malignant nature Mr. 
practitioner. What will “‘ Medicus’ think Keate immediately amputated the limb; 
of all this, poor innocent man? He has but his performance was neither scientific 
never heard of such doings ; I honour him nor dextrous, owing (as we were given to 
for his simplicity, and I lament exceed- understand) to the bluntness of the amputat- 
ingly that he has not given his name and ing knives. Mr. Keate made four or five in- 
address, for I certainly would patronize cisions before he cut down to the bone, and 
him. as Mr. Brodie handed the first knife (with 
The second question cugyeetet is, I which the operator had been scarcely able to 
think, answered by the ress itself, make three incisions) from Mr. Keate back 
which states that it is one of the objects of to the house surgeon, be exclaimed with 
this society to confine physicians and con- sufficient el-vation of voice to be heard by 
sulting-surgeons to their respective depart- every one in the theatre, ‘‘Give me a 
ments, and to make them conduct themselves sharper one.” The patient (a married 
in a manner “ consistent with the gentle- woman) bore the operation with remarkable 
manly views of a liberal profession.” fortitude. Upon examining the tumour 
In the conclusion of his letter, Sir, poor afterwards, it was found to be a true speci- 

** Medicus” seems to have had a twinge | men of the osteo sarcoma, closely attached, 
from one of those old wounds so often in-| superiorly and inferiorly, to the muscles ; 
flicted upon the Dubs by your double-edged posteriorly to them by cellular membrane, 
little instrument, and in his agony suppli- | and anteriorly connected, probably with the 
cates the general practitioner to allow him | periost and inter lig it. This 
** quietly to avail bimself of the patronage | latter fact will, however, be more clearly 
of that small portion of the public who are made out when the tumour and the parts 
not yet convinced of the justness of your connected with it have been more carefully 
views.” We are not so illiberal or so un- | dissected, and deposited as a preparation in 








generous. We wish the physician to do the 
best he can for himself, and that will be 
surely little enough, if he is not sup- 
ported by the general practitioner, but we 
will not allow him to take advantage of our 
introduction, and to usurp our department, 
1 am, Sir, your much obliged and obedient 
servant, 

A Genera Practitioner oF 

Sovtuwark. 


You will observe, Sir, that this cupper 
and herbalist calls himself surgeon, because 
the Company in Lincoln’s-lon-fields cannot 
prevent him; but he has not dared to in- 
fringe upon the Act of the worshipful hags 
by adding the word Apothecary, and this 
man’s name is in the list of consulting ac- 
coucheurs to Dr, Blundell’s charity ! ! 





ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL, 





OPERATIONS. 


Ocr. 25th. There were were four opera- 
tions performed to-day. 

The first was a case of amputation above 
the knee, from an osteo-sarcomatous 
tumour of the leg under the soleus and 
gastrocnemius muscles. As there was 


some doubt in the minds of the surgeons 


the museum of the hospital. Mr. Keate, 
when showing it to the pupils, observed, in 
the American language, that the tumour had 
been progressing for the last 18 months, 





Mr. Hawkins then extirpated a fatty 
tumour from the back of a patient, and in- 
tended to have tapped a hydrocele in an- 
other case. ‘I'he scrotum was punctured, but 
instead of water there came through the 
canula only a few drops of blood. Patting 
and stroking were then had recourse to by 
Messrs. Keate and Babington (coaxing and 
whistling would have done as well), but 
without effect, and the man was sent back 
to bed with his scrotum as big us ever, minus 
the bulk of a few drops of blood. The 
reason assigned for the failure was (we be- 
lieve), ‘‘ that the testicle was in an unusual 
position.” The occasion afforded a fine in- 
stance of ‘* sound chirurgical knowledge.” 





Mr. Babington then cut down on the 
tibia of a girl affected with necrosis, and 
took away a few portions of dead bone. The 
operation was a trivial one, but while it 
lasted the hysterical endearments which 
the girl lavished upon pures, puresmen, 
pupils, and porters, frequently convulsed 
the whole theatre. For instance,—* Oh, 
when will you have dove with me, my 








éear?” says the girl to Mr. Babington.| 
“ Here, take and bite this towel,” was the| 


answer of a pupil. 


Oct. 26. A patient (a married woman) 
was adwitted, with some internal com- | 
plaint, under the care of Dr. Hewitt, hav- | 
ing also polypus uteri; Mr. Brodie was | 
therefore requested to see her; and, on 
examining her, he decided upon extirpating | 
it by Listranc’s method, viz., drawing down | 
the polypus gently, and cutting through the 
neck with a bistoury. This was done very 
dexterously, and no hemorrhage took 
place. Upon a section being made of the 
tumour, it was found to be of the usual 
appearance, and of the same structure as 
would have formerly been called fleshy tu- 
bercle of the uterus. 


The next case seen by Mr. Brodie was 
also, by some mistake, placed in the phy- 
sician’s ward, under the care of Dr. Sey- 
mour—by ‘ mistake,” because, of course, 
Doctor Seymour did not know how to treat 
it. Rare M.D.’s! The patient was a lit- 
tle boy, who, it was said, had been struck 
by the step of a gig, while he was playing 
in the road, and throwndown. ‘The medi- 
cal man who was called in (as it appeared 
by a letter which he addressed to Mr. Bro- 
die) had not found any symptoms of exter- 
nal mischief or dislocation, but had had much 
difficulty in getting the child’s bowels to 
act, which he had only been able to do after 
exhibiting powerful enemata, The princi- 
pal point, however, to which Mr. Brodie’s 
attention was directed, was to the swollen 
state of the abdomen ; which was, however, 
much more apparent on the right side than 
on the left. Mr. B, was, of course, desirous 
of knowing bow soon after the accident the 
swelling had commenced ; but to this ques- 
tion he could only obtain answers of the 
most contrary description. The house-sur- 
geon said one thing; the mother’s de- 
scription, as taken down in the physician's 
book, gave another ; and the medical man’: 
statement differed from both. Mr. Brodie 
inquired repeatedly for Dr. Seymour's clini- 
cal clerk, but he was nowhere to be found, 
and therefore no satisfactory statement of 
the case could be got at. We mention 
these facts with a view to the correciion o 
the evil from which they arose. They afford 
but one specimen of many which could be 
related of the discreditable manner in which 
the medical department of the hospital is 


managed, Nothing was done for the child. 





MELANOSIS.—SECRET EXAMINATIONS. 


MELANOSIS IN MEN AND HORSES, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Sin,—It is pretty generally known 
amongst veterinary surgeons, that grey 
horses are peculiarly liable to melanosis ; 
and it appears to me that the disease pro- 
ceeds, in the individuals ia which it occurs, 
as the animal changes in colour from dark to 
light grey or white. 

Will you, or any of your numerous sci- 
entific correspondents, have the kindness 
to inform me whether anything analogous 
occurs in the human subject ; that is to say, 
whether persons of dark complexions have 
been observed to be more liable to this dis- 
ease as their hair changes to grey or white ? 
If such is found to be the case, it would, I 
am sure, be interesting to many of your 
readers, as well as myself, if, at the same 
time, it could be ascertained whether the 
colouring matter of the hair, and the dark 
colouring matter of the melanosis humour, 
are analogous. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Wituiam Dick, V.S. 
Clyde-street, Edinburgh, 
October, 1832, 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 
Sir,—lI submit to your notice the follow- 
ing occurrence which took place to-day at 
the London Hospital. A surgeon in the 
vicinity of the hospital brought a patient 
into the wards, stating it to be an extraordi- 
nary case of hernia through the obturator 
foramen. Wishing her to be operated upon, 
as he had tried the usual remedies without 
producing any effect, the patient was ushered 
into the nurses’ room, where the surgeons 
examined her, and pronounced it to be an 
encysted tumour, situated on the left labia 
pudendum. The tumour was removed by 
Mr, Scott. 
I wish to ask whether pupils who pay to 
attend the surgical practice ure entitled to 
see every case. Yours respectfully, 


October 24th, 1852. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Castigator’s statement may be advanta- 
geously reduced to six tines, bui even those six 
must be authenticated. 

We have have not room for H. Green's 
effusion. 





Errata.—In Dr, Eiliotson’s case of “ raptare of 
the aorta,” p. 199, c 1.2, top line, erase the words 
“avery fine cuticular part.’"—P. 132, line 29, for 
“ various” read “ mere”.—P. 153, line 7, insert 
“and” before “* when”. Col. 2, line 12, for** mem- 
branes ” read ** tubes’’.—P. 134, line ]3, for “* symp- 
toms ave” read“ sickness is”. 





